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A study on the Development Direction of Unmanned Systems for
Subterranean Operations for the Special Operations Teams
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Abstract North Korea has already been using underground space for military purposes for decades, and is
currently developing it as a key base for operating asymmetric forces. Accordingly, the special operations teams
need fighting methods, weapon systems, and organizational structures to carry out subterranean operations. This
paper presents an unmanned system platform for subterranean operations that combines tilt-rotor type drones,
high-tech sensors, communication repeaters, and small robots, and a system that can be operated by special
operation teams. Based on this, the survivability of the special operations teams can be strengthened and
operational utility can be maximized. Afterwards, if Special Warfare Command collects collective intelligence
based on the ideas related to subterranean operations presented in this paper and further develops these, it will
be possible to drive subterranean operations doctrines, weapon systems, and organizational structures optimized
for the battlefield on the Korean Theater of Operations in the near future.
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Figure 1. North Korean underground missile base
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Figure 2. Subterranean complex battle position (side-vie
w) of North Korea's underground base
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