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Abstract

Purpose - This study seeks to investigate the determinants of global sourcing intention in clothing sewing
industry, in particular with its focus on women’s knit wear production.
Design/methodology/approach - This study collected a unique set of qualitative data through 31 in-depth
interviews with fashion brands, promotion agencies, and sewing factories between July 2023 and October
2023. In addition, it analyzed the dataset using the MAXQDA to complement the research findings.
Findings - We have two findings. First, the interviewees commonly mentioned the following factors as
reasons for considering global sourcing: the human factors(aging of skilled technicians and labor
shortages), the financial factors(gap in production unit prices at home and abroad), the relational
factors(lack of novelty), and the physical factors(loss of production infrastructure and network), while the
human factors(skilled workforce), the production factors(delivery date and product quality), and the
relational factors(timely communication and mutual trust) as reasons for continuing domestic sourcing.
Additional code analysis of interview also supports this finding. On the other hand, there was also a subtle
difference between buyers(brands) and suppliers(promotion agencies and processing plants), and buyers
consider the exact delivery date critical so that they could see trend-sensitive women’s knit wear on time,
and suppliers took production costs, labor costs, and labor shortages, which are financial factors, more
seriously.

Research implications or Originality - This study provides a richer and more balanced view of existing
literature, which has generally tended to introduce global sourcing across the clothing industry despite the
existence of various diversity within the industry. In addition, through qualitative research, we introduce
that the sewing industry is carried out according to complex factors, and by revealing and categorizing the
determinants of global sourcing, we supplement the existing research on the clothing sewing industry
centered on survey. On a practical note, this study introduces that there is a difference in view of
domestic sourcing and global sourcing between buyers(brands) and suppliers(promotion agencies and
sewing factories), suggesting practical implications for revitalizing networks and deriving win-win
cooperation network models among members in the future.
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U IFEA e FREAY 9 1Eadl A JAHYEEFE(women's knit wear) BiHE FAo T 69
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3. oA YE(knit wear)
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Felehy] =S Wmston, AbdEelol tet %85 WE- Folx @ vimsh wwshe] wy 71
= APSAT FANT A 1905 3026 1A A= sa e

Table 1. QIE{& Zo{zf &

=M g il e A5/AE e}
1 =l 46| 61 TH - A e ==
2 of 394 414 4zto|L e Hae
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6 o 43A4| 184 izt o208 A
7 of 67M| 25t At Z224 4
8 n 654 354 CEO 71293
9 g 554 234 CEO WA
10 of 534 234 i HRIYA
11 of 404 16 Z2oH 2% TG
12 of 254 34 Z2 7 TG
13 of 234 871 D27 TR
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15 ] 484 2014 CEO WA
16 of 434 104 Z2 02N HRIYA
17 =] 294 5 o= TG
18 of 334 74 Z2020 TG
19 =l 614 194 CEO WA
20 9 284 59 ZzT2H H2EA
21 9 334 6 ZzT2H H2ZA
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