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The Effects of Pre-service Early Childhood Teachers' Teaching Ethics
and Empathy on Awareness of Children's Rights
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Abstract We aimed to find out how teaching ethics and empathy affect the perception of children's rights with
297 pre-service early childhood teachers enrolled in the Department of Early Childhood Education at universities
located in Busan. Through this, the purpose of this study was to present basic data for the development of a
character development program for a high-quality early childhood teacher training institution. We derived the
following research results. First, as a result of examining the degree of recognition of pre-service early
childhood teachers' teaching ethics, empathy, and awareness of children's rights, the average value was high in
the order of teaching ethics, awareness of children's rights, and empathy. Second, there was a positive
correlation between pre-service early childhood teachers' empathy ability, teaching ethics and awareness of
children's rights, and empathy ability and awareness of children's rights. Third, as a result of examining the
relative effects of teaching ethics and empathy of pre-service early childhood teachers on the recognition of
children's rights, social ethics was found to be the strongest predictor among teaching ethics. In this study, we
identified that teaching ethics and empathy are effective in various approaches to promote awareness of
children's rights in pre-service early childhood teachers. And the results of this study provides the basic data for
the character development of desirable teachers that pre-service early childhood teachers should have.
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Table 1. Descriptive statistics between major variable (N=297)
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Table 2. Relative effects of pre-service early childhood
teachers’ teaching ethics and sub-factors of empathy on
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