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Classifying and Characterizing the Types of Gentrified
Commercial Districts Based on Sense of Place Using Big Data:
Focusing on 14 Districts in Seoul*

Young-Jae Kim** - In Kwon Park***
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Abstract: This study aims to categorize the 14 major gentrified commercial areas of Seoul and analyze their
characteristics based on their sense of place. To achieve this, we conducted hierarchical cluster analysis using text
data collected from Naver Blog. We divided the districts into two dimensions: “experience” and “feature” and
analyzed their characteristics using LDA (Latent Dirichlet Allocation) of the text data and statistical data collected
from Seoul Open Data Square. As a result, we classified the commercial districts of Seoul into 5 categories: ‘the-
ater district, ‘traditional cultural district, ‘female-beauty district, ‘exclusive restaurant and medical district,” and

‘trend-leading district.” The findings of this study are expected to provide valuable insights for policy-makers to
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develop more efficient and suitable commercial policies.

Keywords: Gentrification, Big Data Analysis, Text Mining, Hierarchical Cluster Analysis, Latent Dirichlet

Allocation, Topic Modeling
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