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The Effects of Digital Informatization Level Among North Korean Defectors
on Daily Life Satisfaction and the Mediating Effects of Social Capital
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ABSTRACT

This study aims to investigate the factors influencing the life satisfaction of North Korean defectors in the ongoing sifuation of
difficulties. Specifically, it examines the impact of the digital informatization level, and social capital on their life safisfaction and aims
to verify the mediating effect of social capital in the relationship between the digital informatization level and life satisfaction. To
achieve this, a structural equation model was utilized to validate the research model using data from 679 North Korean defectors who
participated in the 2021 Report on the digital Divide. The research results confirm the direct influence of the digital informatization level
and social copital of North Korean defectors on life satisfaction. Additionally, the study identifies the mediating effect of social capital
in the relationship between the digital informatization level and life satisfaction. Based on these research findings, recommendations are
proposed for enhancing the life satisfaction of North Korean defectors.
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