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Abstract 

The present study examines the connections and effects of these historical events on South Korea's education system. 

The research seeks to illuminate private education's complex history and the complex factors that have shaped it by 

examining these historical trajectories. After the Korean War in the mid-20th century, South Korea went from 

agrarian to industrial, which shaped private education. Unparalleled economic growth in the 1960s and 1980s altered 

schooling. South Korea quickly became an industrial powerhouse, and education became crucial for families seeking 

socioeconomic advancement. The growing middle class, believing education was the key to prosperity, demanded 

more extra education. South Korean private education's fourth major event occurred during the socioeconomic 

upheavals of the 1960s–1980s. Prior studies explain how the fast transition from agrarian to industrial society made 

schooling essential for families seeking upward mobility. Due to the demand for extra education, private tutoring and 

specialist hagwons flourished. In summary, this study insists that the effects of historical events on South Korean 

private education demonstrate the interconnection of cultural, economic, and sociological aspects. Educational 

practitioners must comprehend the historical backdrop, recognize the lasting impact of past events, and use literature-

based tools to navigate this complex landscape. 
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1. Introduction 
 

South Korea's private school system is distinctive and complex, influenced by sociocultural, economic, and political 

forces over time. This intricacy stems from historical events like colonialism, which shaped schooling. From the post-Korean 
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War to fast industrialization, economic changes have shaped private education. Educational changes have shaped the system 

to meet societal requirements and global trends, showing the nation's dedication to educational excellence. Technology has 

also changed private education, especially in recent decades, by changing teaching techniques and learning resources 

(Sorensen, 2023). This study examines the connections and effects of these historical events on South Korea's education 

system. The research seeks to illuminate private education's complex history and the complex factors that have shaped it by 

examining these historical trajectories. 

Japanese colonialism from 1910 to 1945 left a lasting mark on South Korea's education system. This time saw political 

oppression and a concerted attack on Korean culture. Japanese integration initiatives disrupted education by redesigning it to 

meet imperial interests. Schools spread a crafted narrative to eliminate Korean identity and instill colonial loyalty. This 

difficult period saw the rise of private academies, or "hagwons." These hagwons, founded to preserve Korean culture and 

provide alternative education, resisted colonial influences and established a unique component of South Korea's education 

system (Lim et al., 2019). Thus, Japanese colonialism's effects on South Korea's education system are not only in history but 

also in its structure. 

Hagwons, originally created as a means of protest against formal, state-controlled education under Japanese colonial 

authority, became crucial to South Korea's educational framework. These private academies grew spontaneously to preserve 

Korean culture and identity against colonial absorption. Hagwons became assimilated into South Korean education from their 

origins as anti-colonial resistance bastions (Lee, 2023). The evolution of hagwons from defiance to essential parts of the 

national education system shows the complexity of private education in the country. Hagwons symbolize the resilience of 

Korean cultural identity and are a vital part of South Korea's private education system, so a thorough study of their history is 

necessary to understand them. 

After the Korean War in the mid-20th century, South Korea went from agrarian to industrial, which shaped private 

education. Unparalleled economic growth in the 1960s and 1980s altered schooling. South Korea quickly became an industrial 

powerhouse, and education became crucial for families seeking socioeconomic advancement. The growing middle class, 

believing education was the key to prosperity, demanded more extra education (Ha, 2021). This desire for academic excellence 

led to the rise of private tutoring and specialty hagwons (private academies) alongside the nation's economic success. The 

economic boom increased the importance of education and changed private education, making it essential to South Korean 

education. Comprehending the complex relationship between socioeconomic issues and South Korea's private education 

environment during this revolutionary era requires comprehending the symbiotic relationship between economic growth and 

the rising need for supplemental education. 

Wealth fueled severe intellectual competitiveness in South Korea's educational scene during its economic boom. Private 

schools became a way for people to get an edge in a culture where academic performance was crucial. The strong link between 

income and academic success created a culture that values education. Private education became essential in the highly 

competitive academic environment during this time. This historical trajectory of private education in South Korea shows the 

educational system's obstacles and possibilities as economic success drives public emphasis on academic performance. 

Privatizing schools to gain a competitive edge highlights the complex dynamics of the South Korean education sector during 

this time, revealing the complex relationship between economic affluence, academic aspirations, and the nation's changing 

educational culture. 

 

 

2. Literature Review 
 

2.1. Private History of Private Education in South Korea 
 

According to Lim et al. (2019), Private education in South Korea is deeply rooted in its sociocultural, economic, and 

political history. Hagwons, private academies, resisted cultural absorption that threatened Korean identity during the Japanese 

colonial era (1910–1945). These hagwons symbolized cultural preservation and traditional wisdom beyond education. South 

Korea went from rural to industrial after the Korean War (Sorensen, 2023). Private education altered in relevance and function 

as well as economically. According to Lee (2023). A record economic development in the 1960s and 1980s made private 

education central to South Korea's identity and ambitions. The function and social importance of private education changed 

dramatically throughout this time. It became part of the national ethos after emerging as a response to foreign influences and 

colonial dominance. Private education, notably through hagwons, became a sign of South Korean identity and a tool for social 

advancement (Rifandi & Rahmi, 2019). Education became crucial during the 1960s-1980s economic boom, and private 
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education, which prioritized academic excellence, helped individuals and families achieve success in the quickly changing 

socioeconomic landscape (Choi & Hwang,2020). 

According to Lee and Lee (2020), the historical account illuminates South Korean private education's roots. It explains 

the intricate relationship between historical factors, economic change, and cultural persistence. Private education's shift from 

resistance to absorption shows its adaptability to South Korean society's shifting requirements (Ha,2021). The narrative shows 

how hagwons survived and became part of a national educational identity. In conclusion, South Korea's private school history 

offers a captivating story of educational development. The resilience of hagwons as symbols of resistance during colonial 

times, the transformative impact of post-war industrialization, and the assimilation of private education into South Korean 

identity tell a story about how historical events have shaped the educational landscape today (Jo et al., 2020). This history is 

crucial to understanding private education's diverse function in South Korea today, as it shapes people's aspirations and 

trajectories within society. 

 

2.2. Impact of Private Education on Academic Performance 
 

According to Ibáñez et al. (2020), South Korea's private education system is important, as evidenced by a substantial 

study on its effects on academic performance. Many studies have linked private education to student success. The majority of 

data suggests that pupils who receive private tutoring, especially through hagwons, have better academic outcomes than those 

who just use formal education systems. The studies from Choi and Hwang (2020), illuminate how private education boosts 

academic performance. The availability of resources outside of formal education is important. Private coaching provides 

customized materials, activities, and study programs to enhance classroom learning. This additional support helps students 

learn more, reinforce their information, and fill knowledge gaps in traditional schooling. Additionally, private education's 

customized attention shapes academic trajectories. Smaller classes or one-on-one tutoring allow for increased student-teacher 

engagement in hagwons. This individualized method lets teachers identify and address learning gaps, adapt teaching strategies 

to individual learning styles, and provide prompt feedback. Focused attention creates a supportive learning environment that 

encourages academic success (Byun & Slavin,2020). 

Private school pupils' academic performance reflects these criteria. The association between private school involvement 

and improved academic achievements shows how important additional education is for South Korean students. This influence 

is notable given the country's fierce academic competitiveness, where education is directly tied to future possibilities and 

cultural expectations. The study on private education and academic achievement helps us comprehend South Korean 

education. It illuminates how private tutoring helps students succeed, providing a comprehensive view of how additional 

education shapes academic trajectories (Realyvásquez-Vargas et al., 2020). This research also suggests that tailored attention 

and increased resources may help conventional education. In conclusion, significant study on private education and academic 

success in South Korea shows a good association. Private schools offer more resources, specialized attention, and customized 

learning experiences, which boosts student performance (Govorova et al.,2020). To improve education in South Korea and 

worldwide, educators, politicians, and stakeholders must understand how private education improves academic achievements. 

 

2.3. Role of Private Tutoring (Hagwons) in the South Korean Education System 
 

According to Hultberg et al. (2021), South Korean education is defined by academic rigor, societal expectations, and 

intense competition, and private tutoring, particularly hagwons, plays a crucial role. Hagwons' multiple effects as 

complements to formal education have been extensively studied by scholars. These educational institutions offer 

individualized training, specialty courses, and test preparation programs beyond tutoring (Bae & Choi, 2023). Hagwons 

represent a widely held South Korean idea that supplementary and targeted education is essential to students' competitiveness 

in an academic environment of severe competition. Hagwons are linked to cultural norms that regard education as a means to 

prosperity. Students and their families use hagwons to solve academic problems and acquire a competitive edge in a system 

where educational outcomes affect future prospects. Understanding Hagwons' role is crucial to understanding South Korea's 

educational landscape, where these private tutoring institutions have shaped the educational journeys of countless students 

and the nation's academic ethos (Exley,2021). 

 

2.4. Societal Perception and Cultural Factors Influencing Private Education 
 

According to Zanabazar et al. (2021), South Korea's devotion to academic excellence is reflected in its widespread 

acceptance of private education, which is firmly rooted in society and culture. This is due to a cultural emphasis on education 
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as the key to prosperity. In South Korea, learning is a cultural norm that permeates daily life. The family hopes and societal 

expectations mirror this cultural veneration for education, making academic performance a source of pride for families and 

communities. Social expectations of academic accomplishment also drive private education. South Korea's competitive school 

system, with tough exams and selective admittance, raises academic standards. Private education, especially hagwons, is seen 

as crucial for competitiveness in this climate. Families believe private tutoring improves academic achievement and helps 

youngsters compete for top educational opportunities. Due to societal pressure to perform academically and the notion that 

private education guarantees future success, many families find private education necessary (Howard, 2019). 

A holistic understanding of South Korea's private education system is needed due to the complex relationship between 

these cultural values and societal expectations. In addition to providing additional education, private schools reflect cultural 

values and conventions (Kim & Kwan, 2021). Families' educational choices are anchored in a cultural framework that values 

intellectual progress and societal advancement through education. Understanding these intertwined cultural and 

socioeconomic variables is essential to understanding private education in South Korea, which transcends academics to 

become a societal necessity driven by cultural values and collective goals. 

 

2.5. Challenges and Benefits of Private Education in South Korea 
 

Private education in South Korea has been widely analyzed for merits and cons. Educational inequality driven by 

socioeconomic gaps in high-quality private education is serious. Private tutoring and hagwons can strain families, allowing 

the wealthy to obtain better education while the poor are excluded. Students from economically disadvantaged households 

may have trouble getting supplemental education that could improve their academic performance, perpetuating inequity (Jung, 

2020). The issue of guaranteeing equitable access to private education remains central to South Korean educational 

discussions. Private education in South Korea provides benefits despite these limitations, according to a study. Students who 

receive private tutoring fare better academically. Hagwons' customized attention, focused resources, and specialized training 

improve learning outcomes, giving students an edge in a competitive academic setting (Purwanto, 2020). Private education is 

also recognized for improving pupils' academic and career chances. Hagwons' academic emphasis matches South Korean 

society's, setting pupils for academic and professional success. The nuanced exploration of these challenges and benefits 

illuminates South Korea's private education sector's complexity and provides valuable insights for educators, policymakers, 

and stakeholders trying to navigate the complex educational landscape (Kim & Kwan, 2021). 

 

2.6. Research Gap in the Literature 
 

While informative, South Korean private education literature shows a research deficit that needs to be filled. The history 

of private education, its effects on academic performance and public opinion, and its pros and cons have been studied. The 

literature review shows a fragmented exploration of historical events that have shaped South Korean private education. 

Individual parts of private education have been researched separately, but there is no unified narrative that describes its whole 

history. A holistic study that consolidates available knowledge and recounts the nuanced development of private education in 

South Korea is needed to fill this gap in the literature. An in-depth study of the historical dynamics that shaped the private 

education system in the country requires such an effort. In conclusion, the literature analysis shows how private education in 

South Korea has grown from a resistance-based movement to a vital part of national identity and socioeconomic mobility. 

The intricate tapestry of private education in the country includes its effects on academic performance, hagwons, public 

perceptions, and associated problems and rewards. However, the observed research gap drives this study to fill the knowledge 

vacuum and provide a thorough historical perspective on South Korea's private school system. This research seeks to advance 

academic scholarship and inform educational practitioners, policymakers, and stakeholders about South Korea's private 

education landscape's historical roots using qualitative content methodology, taking a look at the current literature 

investigation ( 

Table 1: Summary of Literature Review 

 

Supporting Past Studies Gap in the Literature 
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Sorensen (2023), Lee (2023), Rifandi and Rahmi (2019), 

Choi and Hwang (2020), Lee and Lee (2020), Jo et al. (2020), 

Ibáñez et al. (2020), Choi and Hwang (2020), Byun and 

Slavin (2020), Realyvásquez-Vargas et al. (2020), Govorova 

et al. (2020), Hultberg et al. (2021), Bae and Choi (2023), 

Exley (2021), Zanabazar et al. (2021), Howard (2019), Kim 

and Kwan (2021), Jung (2020), Purwanto (2020), Kim and 

Kwan (2021) 

A holistic study that consolidates available knowledge and recounts the 

nuanced development of private education in South Korea is needed to 

fill this gap in the literature 

 

3. Findings 
 

3.1. The Historical Significance 1: Emergence of Hagwons during Japanese Colonial Era (1910–1945) 
 

The founding of hagwons during Japanese colonialism was the first major event in South Korean private education. 

Hagwons were created in response to Japanese cultural assimilation, according to Choi (2021). These private academies 

protected Korean identity and heritage during a difficult time. Hagwons symbolized cultural preservation and perseverance 

beyond education. The number of hagwons that developed and their enrollment figures show their quick growth as alternatives 

to state-controlled education (Kwon, 2019). This occasion is significant not only for education but also for hagwons' continued 

role as symbols of cultural resistance during a turbulent time. 

 

3.2. The Historical Significance 2: Economic Boom and Shifting Functions of Private Education (1960s–

1980s) 
 

The 1960s–1980s economic boom is the second important historical event for understanding private education in South 

Korea. Feuer (2023) describes this period as a turning moment when record economic growth made private education vital to 

South Korea's identity and goals. Economic growth made education more important for families seeking upward mobility. 

Private education, especially hagwons, evolved from a response to external forces to a national mentality (Stampton, 2023). 

Statistics on private tutoring demand, hagwon enrollment, and academic performance reveal the change in private education 

during this time (Jun, 2020). This incident changed the role and societal significance of private education in South Korea, 

cementing its importance. 

 

3.3. The Historical Significance 3: Evolution of Private Education from Resistance to Assimilation 
 

According to Rayner and Gunter (2020), the fundamental event that changed private education in South Korea from 

opposition to absorption changed hagwons. Hagwons, originally designed for colonial resistance against the Japanese, have 

evolved with South Korean society. Hagwons' endurance and expansion show private education's resilience to societal 

changes, demonstrating its lasting impact on education. Antony and Schap's emphasis (2021) on private education's adaptation 

emphasizes Hagwons' ability to adjust to changing social needs. What started as resistance to cultural assimilation became 

essential to South Korean schooling. Hagwons' history as emblems of cultural resistance shows how private education 

institutions have shaped South Korean identity and education. 

Rolnick's (2021) hagwon persistence and growth data reveal South Korea's private school transformation. The rise in 

hagwons and their sustained relevance in education indicate their effective absorption into the country's educational system. 

These figures show that hagwons can change from their resistance-based role to become part of the national educational 

identity. Understanding this shift is key to understanding private education's complex role in South Korean society (Klein, 

2020). It helps educators, policymakers, and others understand the private education system. Hagwons' persistence and 

capacity to adapt to society's needs are shown by their history of resistance to assimilation. 

For educators and policymakers, private education should be seen as a reaction to historical issues and part of the national 

culture (Cho et al.,2021). Educational practitioners can create a more coherent and supportive educational ecosystem by 

appreciating hagwons' adaptive nature and developing measures to promote public-private collaboration. This insight can also 

help create policies that use private education assets to achieve national educational goals. Chelysheva and Mikhaleva (2019) 

concluded that South Korean private education's transition from opposition to absorption was revolutionary and permanent. 

Hagwons' adaptability and absorption into national education demonstrate private education's flexibility. Knowing this 

historical change is essential to creating a modern educational system that meets cultural, societal, and educational needs. 
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3.4. The Historical Significance 4: Socioeconomic Transformations and Academic Excellence (1960s–1980s) 
 

South Korean private education's fourth major event occurred during the socioeconomic upheavals of the 1960s–1980s. 

Kuzminov (2019) explains how the fast transition from agrarian to industrial society made schooling essential for families 

seeking upward mobility. Due to the demand for extra education, private tutoring and specialist hagwons flourished (Moll, 

2021). This period's economic indicators and private education enrollment show that economic prosperity drives academic 

brilliance. Wealth drove severe academic competition, creating a culture that valued education (Gao, 2020). This event, which 

combined economic expansion and intellectual achievement, influenced South Korean private education. In conclusion, the 

findings section outlined four major events that shaped private education in South Korea (Iacob,2022). Each event has left an 

indelible effect on the nation's educational environment, from hagwons as symbols of resistance during Japanese colonial rule 

to economic changes that promoted private education (Xue & Zan, 2023). A complete and well-supported portrayal of these 

historical events includes essential facts, statistics, and education system impacts, as well as suitable citations. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: The Findings of the Research 

 

 

4. Implications and Conclusions 
 

Historical events in South Korean private education have major significance for the current educational landscape. 

Educational practitioners must understand these implications to manage the country's complex private school system. First, 

hagwons during Japanese colonial rule shaped South Korean private education. These institutions, once emblems of cultural 

resistance, are now essential to education. The long history of hagwons as Korean identity protectors demonstrates that private 

education is highly cultural. Private education shapes academic trajectories and cultural identities; thus, educators should 

realize its cultural value. This historical backdrop can help practitioners understand private education enrollment incentives 

and build culturally responsive instructional techniques. 

The 1960s–1980s economic boom and private education's changing roles have lasting effects. This period's emphasis on 

education for upward mobility has fueled South Korea's academic enthusiasm. Educational practitioners should grasp social 

expectations of academic success and how these affect student motivation and choice. Practical solutions include creating a 

balanced school atmosphere that promotes academics, personal growth, and well-being. Based on the study (Choi & Hwang, 

2020), practitioners can encourage a balanced education that emphasizes character development and academic achievement. 

Private education's transition from resistance to absorption shows its responsiveness to social changes. Today, private 

schooling is profoundly ingrained in South Korean culture. Private education is a response to historical obstacles and part of 

national ethos, and educators should respect this. This awareness can inform public-private collaboration efforts, creating a 

more coherent and supportive educational ecosystem. Practitioners might use Lee and Lee's (2020) emphasis on understanding 

private education's historical dynamics to create collaborative projects that benefit students across educational contexts. 

The 1960s–1980s socioeconomic changes and emphasis on academic success shaped South Korean private education. 

Modern education is driven by the link between economic prosperity and intellectual brilliance. Educational practitioners 

should be aware of socioeconomic issues affecting private education enrollment and their effects on educational equity. 
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Implement targeted support programs for poor pupils to give them resources and chances to level the playing field. Choi and 

Hwang (2020) found that tackling economic inequities in education improves academic performance. 

Based on these consequences, educational practitioners should use a comprehensive strategy that includes cultural sensitivity, 

a balanced educational environment, collaborative initiatives, and targeted help for poor pupils. These tips can help South 

Korean educators create a more inclusive, culturally sensitive, and supportive learning environment. In conclusion, the effects 

of historical events on South Korean private education demonstrate the interconnection of cultural, economic, and sociological 

aspects. Educational practitioners must comprehend the historical backdrop, recognize the lasting impact of past events, and 

use literature-based tools to navigate this complex landscape. Practitioners can help South Korea create a more fair, culturally 

responsive, and holistic educational system. 
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