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House for three families below the moon

AR} _ Architect, QHEHDE - EFBE _ An, Taeman - Song, Jeonghan
(Fie iz HEMARA _ Architectural Design Group HAEDAM
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Client | Im, Chaebin / Kim, Boram
Construction | HAEDAM CM
Project team | Do, Younggyu

Location | Gyoha-ro 133becn-gil, Paju-si, Gyeonggi-do, Korea

Program | Multi-household house

Site area | 269.50m

Building area | 154.93mi

Gross floor area | 305.45m

Building to land ratio | 57.49%

Floor area ratio | 113.34%

Building scope | 3F

Structure | RC

Exterior finishing | Brick, Surface cutting
Interior finishing | Coated wallpaper, Birch plywood
Design period | Dec. 2019 - Mar, 2020
Construction period | Mar. 2020 - Nov, 2020
Photograph | Choi, Jinbo

Structural engineer | S-CUBE ENG
Mechanical engineer | Sunin ENG

Electrical engineer | Sunin ENG
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The House for Three Families below the Moon, built in Mokdong-

dong in Paju, is a multi-family house where three families live
together. The client quit her fashion designer and modelist job
and wanted a home workshop for a better work-life balance.
She wanted all three families to have views of the park behind
the house and of the street, facing south. She also asked for a
room for her cats and a private space. Dal_Ale, meaning below
the moon, is the name of the client’s handicraft brand. It provided
the motif for the house’s architectural design. Depending on the
angle from inside or outside the house, the house creates the
images of the full moon, waxing moon, and crescent moon,

The house has crossover floors and sections with horizontal and
vertical lines crossing over each other twice, In a typical multi-
family house, each family resides at a different floor. However, this
conventional design would not meet the client’s desire. The client
wanted a design that allows all families to enjoy the sunlight on
the south side and park views on the north side. The crossover
design was created to meet that desire. Her parent’s space was
placed on the first floor for safety, considering their age. Though
its side view is limited, it receives sunlight from the south side and
has direct views of two small gardens and the park on the north
side, The client’s family and her brother’s family share the second
and the third floors, configured in the direction of east to west

and south to north, and the loft.

Due to its unconventional design, the routes of pipes,
arrangement of frames, and locations of electrical outlets were
specifically outlined for the construction team. On the third floor,
both families have spacious terraces facing south. The living room
on the first floor was designed like a cafe with arched windows
for her parents, who like family time. The windows in the shape
of the moon are a unique artistic touch to the house, creating
a separation for privacy. One of the highlights of the house is a
room that is customized for the client’s cat children, Hodoo and
Kongi. The cat siblings have their own room with cat poles, wall-
mounted shelves, and a large window for views and sunlight. The
third floor has rooms with high ceilings and is topped with two loft

rooms.

With a refined design taste, the client respected the architect’s
desire to keep an exposed column on the first floor, showing
structural frames. The lunar terrace was not only to create
a specific design for the client, but also to reflect a Korean
architectural tradition. Beyond the design, functionality, and
finances, the architect wanted to reflect Korean ancestors’
sentiments toward a house as a space in harmony with nature — a
family house below the moon.
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