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The Necessity and Direction for Restoration of Housing Function in

Seoul’s Central Commercial District
-Comparison of Seoul’s Historic Center and New York City’s Manhattan-
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Abstract The purpose of this study is to present the problems of urban ecosystem imbalance in Seoul and the
need to restore housing functions through comparison with Manhattan, New York, which grew earlier than Seoul
and has been striving to solve urban problems and restore urban ecosystems. The residential status in urban
commercial use areas was investigated through analysis of the total amount of residential space, characteristics
of each type of residential building, and distribution of residential buildings. Through this, it can be seen that
most of the space in Seoul's historic city center is biased toward commercial roads, and there are significantly
insufficient high- and high-density mixed-use buildings suitable for urban dwellings compared to Manhattan's. In
addition, it can be seen that the complex building in the historical city center of Seoul is located adjacent to
the outskirts of the target site. In conclusion, Seoul's historical city center does not provide an appropriate
residential space for creating an urban ecosystem, and it is necessary to come up with measures to restore
housing functions.
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Figure 1. Location of Boundaries, a) Seoul's Historic City, b)
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The Necessity and Direction for Restoration of Housing Function in Seoul’ s Central Commercial District

— Comparison of Seoul’ s Historic Center and New York City’ s Manhattan —
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