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(Abstract)

This study aims to investigate prejudiced descriptions of adoption and adoptive families in the major textbooks
in the field of child and family welfare studies. To this end, we analyzed the compositions and contents of eleven
different textbooks and found four necessary changes to recommend: first, we found it essential for authors to
have a comprehensive understanding of the characteristics of the open adoption culture and adoptive families.
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Second, we observed the need for the revision of prejudiced terminology found in textbooks™ descriptions of

adoptive families - about adopters, adoptees, and adoption institutions. Third, we advise an enhancement in the

understanding of adoptive families reflecting both qualitative and quantitative understandings of the open adoption

culture and perspective about social prejudice against adoptive families, Finally, we advocate for the inclusion

adoptive families as one of the diverse forms a family can take, not only in the curriculum of child (children’s

rights) studies but also in the curricula of other family-related disciplines such as family welfare and healthy family

theory. Based on these four changes, we propose a new approach to authoring including a multifaceted review

of the subject composition and the content of the major textbooks and revision of the overall contents of the

textbooks.

Key words: child and family welfare studies, major textbooks, adoptive families, content analysis
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