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(Abstract)

This study aims to investigate unmet healthcare needs due to economic or non-economic difficulties among
the elderly aged 65 or older, Using Korea Health Panel Survey (KHPS) data from 2018, the elderly are classified
into one of four groups (health insurance subscribers, non-take-up, lower income relief, and medical aid recipients)
based on their level of medical vulnerability. For hospital or dental care, the prevalence rates of unmet healthcare
needs due to economic and non-economic difficulties are 12.6% and 10.6%, respectively. The prevalence rate
of unmet healthcare needs due to economic difficulty in the medically vulnerable group was much higher than
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that of the non-vulnerable group-that is, health insurance subscribers. After controlling for other influential factors,

medical vulnerability has a great impact on the prevalence rates of unmet healthcare needs due to economic

difficulties, Compared to health insurance subscribers, the non-take-up, the lower relief, and the medical aid

recipients are 1.4 times, 3.3 times, and 2.4 times more likely to experience unmet healthcare needs due to economic

difficulty, respectively. The results of this study can provide important policy implications for securing essential

healthcare resources for the elderly.

Key words: elderly, unmet healthcare needs, medical vulnerability, non-take-up, Korea Health Panel Survey(KHPS)
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