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Abstract

This study aims to analyze how the public perceive the climate change in South Korea. The climate
change has been highlighted due to its social and environmental impact on future society during
decades. In recent, the outbreak of COVID-19 alerted the causal relationship between diseases and the
climate change and forced decision—-makers to cope with possible future epidemics. Along with the
social and political importance of the climate change, the perception and actions of the public also
become significant. Thus, this study analyzes the trends in the public perception of climate change
before and after the COVID-19, using social media big data from March 1, 2019 through February 28,
2022. The results show that the negative perception dominated the public's perception, but a little
positive perception implies that numerous policies on the climate change may help the public convert
their negative perception to the positive. This study may help the decision-makers develop future
policies and strategies on the climate change and carbon neutrality by considering the demand-side
perception, such as South Korean perception.
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