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Abstract

A study on Korean Church based on discourse
analysis of the daily newspaper: The relationship
between Society and Protestantism in the 2lstCentury
in Korea

Sungsam Oak

Adjunct Professor, Methodist Theological University

The religious discourse produced by the daily newspapers can be viewed as
a ‘social-relationship’ discourse rather than a religion’s faith-identity’ discourse.
As a social relationship discourse, the understanding of Korean Church
(Protestantism) discourses should be understood in the context of the social
structural changes in South Korea. The public discourse produced by the media
shows a reality that has been interpreted with specific values and standards on
the premise of Spatio-temporal specificity rather than the actual social reality.
This research approaches the Korean Church discourses produced by the daily
newspaper from a social constructionism perspective. Moreover, the globalization
theory is especially highlighted due to the social structural changes in South
Korea. The research purpose is to reflect on the relationship between Korean
society and the Korean Church in the 21st-century Korean situation through
content analysis and discourse analysis in Korean newspapers. As a result of
analysing the Korean Church discourse produced by the daily newspapers over
the past 18 years (2004-2021), it was found that various mutual conflicts between

Korean society and the Korean church were occurring.
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