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Abstract

Christian educational understanding of worship as
habit formation

Eun-Ju Kim

Seoul Theological University

The purpose of this paper is to examine the Christian educational
understanding of habit formation through the practical field of Christianity
called worship. In the Cultural Liturgy series, James Smith criticized the
intellectualistic Christian education so far and opened up a completely
different level of possibility for Christian education through a unique study
on habit formation. He focuses on education through actions, not education
through the mind, and deals in depth with the relationship between habits
and the body, between habits and knowledge, between habits and meaning
systems, and between habits and human formation. Among them, it is
emphasized that worship is a major liturgy that forms the identity of the
participants through habits. Accepting Smith's position positively, this thesis
first deals with the concept and understanding of major thinkers about habit.
Second, we will look at habitual knowledge through the body. And lastly, it
deals with Christian educational understanding of worship as a place of habit
formation. Worship is not a one-time event, but an inseparable relationship
with habit in terms of regular body practice. In particular, when we look at
worship from the point of view of habits, it can be seen that the
accumulation of experiences through bodily activities plays an important role

in forming the horizon and background for understanding the world of the
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worshiper. Therefore, this thesis is meaningful in seeking and reconfirming

the Christian educational possibility of worship as a habit formation.

{ Keywords )
habit, body, worship, christian education, habitus, habitual knowledge,

repetition
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