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A Diachronic Study on the Transition Process of the Royal Library during
the Gojong Period
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ABSTRACT

This study attempted to organize the transition process of Royal Library (Gyujanggak) in chronological
order, analyze the flow and find diachronic meaning during Gojong period, the most confused time at
home and abroad prior to modernization. For this, first, the total status quo of King Gojong's library
and book storage which played role of Royal Library and a personal library in Gojong period was investigated.
Second, based on the current status of the investigation, the transition process from the Royal library
in the early days of King Gojong to the Imperial library during the Korean Empire and its meaning were
considered with the Annals of the Joseon Dynasty, Seungjeongwon diary, various catalogs and historical
records. Third, the changes of space-time and aspect of Royal library through the palace of Gyeongbokgung,
Changdeokgung, and Gyeongungung were examined to draw a sociopolitical meaning by schematizing each
palace. As a result, first, King Gojong conjugated Kyujanggak as a device to strengthen the royal authority
and accommodate Western culture in the process of modernization. Second, the crucial spaces containing
the political orientation of King Gojong, such as the present king's portrait storage place, library(book
storage), and office, formed a separate hall across Gyeongbokgung, Changdeokgung, Gyeongungung, and
gradually changed into a Western architectural style.
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