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A Qualitative Study on the Faith and Life of
a Christian Senior with a Doctoral Degree:
Suggestions for Faith, Calling, and Senior Ministry
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to understand the faith and life experiences of Christian seniors
who hold a doctoral degree and to glean insights for the senior ministry of the church from
what they propose based on their wisdom and own experience. To this end, seven partic-
ipants were purposefully selected based on certain criteria and interviewed. Research findings
were presented into three categories: faith, calling and life after retirement, and suggestions
for the senior ministry of the church. For the research participants, the mature faith was
fear of God and acknowledgement of Lordship of God, revealed through thoughts, words and
actions and their agreement. The natural outcome is others may recognize such true god-
liness embodied in love of neighbors. The call to scholarship was a gift of God, which ac-
companies responsibilities, The research participants were immersed in meaningful work for
the church and the next generation, following their calling even after retirement. The
church's ministry for the elderly should start from recognizing resourcefulness of their life
and wisdom for sanctification and growth of congregation members across all generations,
aim for shaking souls of the elderly for God-pleasing life and eternal inheritance, and be
supported by younger generations, online ministry and technology. To ensure that eternal
goals, the fulfillment that comes from doing meaningful work, and passion to complete the
race without stagnation in all aspects of piety, morality, and intelligence should become the
characteristics of the lives of all elderly people, not just the research participants, such
preparation should start before retirement by intervention and aid of the church.
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