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A study on the characteristics of the Korea National Guard the root of the
reserve power

Jong-Hyun Park™

ABSTRACT

Although the Korea National Guard(KNG) has a short history, it has a great meaning in that it is the first of the
Korean reserve forces system. Research on the KNG has been passively conducted so far. Even so, the research
conducted was limited to a fragmentary description from a historical point of view and did not identify the
characteristics of the KNG. Therefore, in this study, after examining the background of the times when the KNG
existed, we tried to identify the characteristics of the KNG from a new perspective from legal, institutional, military,
and political perspectives. In summary, the KNG was born as an efficient system in preparation for war while
receiving legal support. In addition, the adoption of the volunteer army system, a recruiting system of advanced
countries, the fact that officers were trained through a separate military academy unique to the KNG, and that they
contributed to rear area operations are highly evaluated from a military standpoint. On the other hand, it is negative
that politicians and non-military groups colluded from the process of establishing the KNG. Finally, with this study
as an opportunity, it is hoped that research on the reserve force that existed before the Korean War will become

more active.
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