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The Hidden Lynchpin of Startup Accelerators :
Accelerator Entrepreneur Passion
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Abstract

There is growing empirical evidence that passion is an important part of entrepreneurship and influences the
intentions, behaviors and performance of entrepreneurs, employees and startups. Passion is especially important in
an entrepreneurial context, given the effort and challenge that entrepreneurs starting a startup must overcome. The
purpose of this study was to confirm the effect of the passion of startup entrepreneurs participating in the
accelerator incubation program and the passion of accelerator entrepreneurs and managers on the entrepreneurial
performance of incubator startups. In addition, we tried to confirm whether entreprenecurial self-efficacy plays a
mediating role in this influence relationship. The survey was conducted online by startups entrepreneur who
completed the accelerator incubation program. A total of 330 questionnaires were used for the analysis. As a result
of the empirical analysis, it was confirmed that the passion of startup entrepreneurs and the passion of accelerator
entrepreneurs and managers all had a positive (+) effect on the entrepreneurial performance of incubator startups.
The influence of passion was found to be high in the order of startup entrepreneurs, accelerator entrepreneurs, and
accelerator managers. It was confirmed that entrepreneurial self-efficacy plays a mediating role between the passion
of startup entrepreneurs, the passion of accelerator entrepreneurs, and the entrepreneurial performance of incubator
startups, respectively. However, no significant mediating role was identified between the passion of accelerator
managers and the entrepreneurial performance of incubator startups. This study is significant in empirically
confirming for the first time that the passion of accelerator entrepreneurs and managers has a positive effect on the
entrepreneurial performance of incubator startups. The passion of accelerator entrepreneurs and managers is playing
an important role as a hidden lynchpin in creating the entrepreneurial performance of incubator startups. In
particular, since the passion of accelerator entreprencurs has a great influence on the performance of incubator
startups, it is necessary to recognize this fact and carefully examine their passion reputation when startups select

accelerators.

Keyword: accelerator incubation program, startup entrepreneur passion, accelerator entrepreneur passion, accelerator

manager passion, entrepreneurial self-efficacy, entrepreneurial performance
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