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m Abstract

Altérité Appearing in The Shape of Water:
Emphasizing Relationships with the Concepts of Gods,
Strangers, and Monsters

Kang Myung-ju
Research Professor, HK+ RCCZ Research Center, Chung-aung University

‘Otherness’ is a major philosophical concept in modern Western
thought. It has been a force through which the concept of a
subject’s rights emerged. This paper focuses on Emmanuel
Levinas' discussion of ‘otherness.” Levinas emphasizes our ethical
responsibility for others, which is meaningful in that it can be
applied as a paradigm of communication for use in modern society.
In the context of modern times and multicultural societies, it is
important to recognize the diversity of others and to promote
coexistence. Coexistence at this time should be ‘unifying’ rather
than subject—centered. This paper attempts to understand this
narrative. An epic is a cognitive process that constitutes the
fundamental desires and experiences of humans. Humans try to
project and understand themselves through narratives. The
possibility of coexistence with others can be examined by
analyzing otherness as found within those narratives. Therefore,

this paper suggests the possibility and direction of coexistence by
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analyzing the storytelling that establishes relationships by shaping

characters in Guillermo del Toro’s film, Shape of Water.

Keywords: God, gentile, monster, otherness, storytelling, the shape of

water
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