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m Abstract

A Basic Study on Welfare of Retired Clergy
in Daesoon Jinrihoe

Kim Jin-young:, Lee Young-jun++

Korea has rapidly become an aging soclety, and this
phenomenon is found not only in common population but also in
many religious circles. In this context, interest in the welfare
of retired clergy members is increasing, and some religious
organizations are trying to devise and perform rules and/or
policies that ensure a secure post—retirement life for their
clergy. However, the welfare benefits differ from one religion
to another according to the characteristics of the given
religion’s organizational structure. For instance, denominations
with a centralized hierarchy such as Catholicism or Won
Buddhism implement a relatively stable welfare system for their
elderly clergy members whereas autonomous denominations like
many Buddhist or Christian orders are often found to have
somewhat insecure welfare systems. Clergy welfare in Daesoon

Jinrithoe, one of the representative new religions in Korea, is
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emerging as an important issue as Daesoon Jinrihoe is also
affected by the problems of Korea’'s aging society. However,
since the order has a mixed system of a centralized hierarchy
and autonomous local branches, the welfare for their elderly
clergy lacks clear lines of accountability. Consequently, there
have been talks to devise a proper welfare system; however,
these talks have come to a standstill. In this regard, this study
aims to look into and analyze how various structures and
welfare systems within Korean religious organizations impact
elderly clergy. Lastly, this research will provide suggestions on
practical alternatives for Daesoon Jinrihoe which could resolve
the problems within their welfare system that negatively impact

elderly clergy members at present.

Keywords: welfare of retired clergy, structures of religious organizations,
social work, vocational calling, retirement from the clergy
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