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ABSTRACT

This study aims to analyze the aspect of inquiry activity for seven national science textbooks, which were

recently authorized and developed for elementary schools. The study reviewed seven of the abovementioned
textbooks, which were introduced to the authorized textbook system for 2022 in elementary schools. In-depth

analysis was conducted on inquiry activities, which were frequently emphasized since the third curriculum. A

chapter entitled “Stratum and Fossils” was selected to analyze the detailed types of inquiry activity using the

framework. First, analysis was conducted on six types of inquiry activity. The result indicated that two out of
seven inquiry activities different among the national and authorized textbooks. In other words, the two slightly

differed from the inquiry activities presented in national textbooks. It was not reasonable that the introduction

of the authorized textbook exerted an effect on the increase of autonomy and variety of teaching and learning

activities compared with those of national textbooks. Second, science process skills, material, and inquiry process
were established as standards for the detailed types of inquiry activity. The study demonstrated a slight difference
among textbooks in terms of material and inquiry process, whereas the inquiry activities of the seven authorized

textbooks were the same or similar. This finding indicated that students could experience seven types of inquiry

activities. Moreover, the study examined inquiry activities related to essential learning contents in detail and
found that there were more diverse than types of inquiry activities.

Key words: The 2015 revised science curriculum, elementary school science authorized textbook, elementary
school science national textbook, inquiry activity, types of inquiry activity, earth science
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