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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to analyze the changes in the physics curriculum of elementary schools over the past years
and to discuss the issues faced by the science curriculum for elementary education prior to the next curriculum
revision. We analyzed changes in the elements of the contents from the 7th curriculum to the 2015 revised
curriculum and reviewed studies conducted after the revision in 2015. Additionally, three professors majoring in
physics education discussed the results of the curriculum analysis. The result indicates that content of the physics
curriculum for elementary education was generally reduced after the 7th curriculum. Specifically, difficult
concepts were omitted or designated to a higher school level. Concerns related to the science curriculum pertain
to the content adequacy and difficulty of the current curriculum, its relationship with mathematics, connection
between the Nuri curriculum and the integrated curriculum for the 1st and 2nd grades, and the achievement
standard predicate problem.
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Fig. 1. A Change of Physics Area (7th~2015 revised curriculum).
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Table 1. The contents of Mechanics.
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Table 2. The contents of Electromagnetics.
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Table 3. The contents of Optics.
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Table 4. The contents of Thermodynamics.
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