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Abstract: This article investigates how Baedal Minjok(BacMin) has grown to be a dominant mobility platform
operator in food delivery sector in South Korea and what roles its brand and branding have played in the
process, drawing on the idea of origination. For the purpose, BacMin is considered as a typical platformized
mobility service provider and origination is framed to be an appropriate analytical lens for the business sector.
For the origination conception, unlike mainstream neoclassical theory and concepts, is able to deal fairly well
with the issues of imperfect competition, imperfect information, and monopolistic brand rent, which are
apparent in today’s platformized mobility services. Drawing evidence from textual data, empirical analysis pays

particular attention to discursive and symbolic dimensions of BaeMin’s socio-spatial biography. It is found that
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national origination underpinning ethnicity comprises an important pillar of BaeMin’s brand and branding

Another form of place-based origination is also observed to matter, especially in the varied relation between

the mobility service brand’s owner and consumers. However, this configuration of BaeMin’s brand origination

has yet to be fully stabilized, as it has faced with serious challenges including brand vandalism and

anti-brand movement especially since its merger to German food delivery platform giant Delivery Hero in

2020. This origination crisis moment appears to be associated with a series of contractions intrinsic to

so-called ‘platform capitalism’.
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