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Abstract The purpose is a qualitative study that explores the essential meaning of death for fourth-year students
of nursing college who have completed the practical training in the Department of Nursing. The participants of
this study were 15 students who were 4th graders at a university in M city, Jeollabuk-do and had a strong
awareness of death. As for data collection, students who read a thesis related to death and completed 1004
hours of hospital practice were asked to write a self-report within 72 hours for questions. The collected data
were analyzed using Krippendorff's phenomenological method. As a result of analyzing the experience related to
death, it was derived into 30 meaningful statements in 3 categories, 9 topics. The three categories were derived
from 'the end and together', 'death, fighting alone,’ and 'fear and fear'. It is expected that the results of this
study will be used as useful basic data for developing a professional understanding of death in nursing students
and coping with the stress of death faced by new nurses.
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Table 1. A Study on the meaning of Death Observed by Nursing College Students

category theme sub-theme

An essential part of care for patients, families and care

Jaundice causes the pupils to turn yellow, and they do it together.

Nursing, with them
another family not mine

stay together quietly

End,

I am sad to say that I am going to see you in a little while after taking.

and together. ) - )
rest and meeting a good rest, but it was comforting.

What will happen to someone and a new meeting

Bedding being cleaned as we send our last patient out

border of death The moment you cover the duvet

At that moment, my feelings are all indifferent

The fear of being alone and nothing

fight death alone And the patient’s appearance... I just want to be alone.

Everything is futile and disappointing. In the end, I think I'm alone.........

I think I'm going to get dull while watching the patients’ DNR in the

Death. hospital...

fight alone , . .
dullness I wanted him not to come back, so I avoided it... but it seems to get duller

as time goes by.

Complex emotions are mixed, so the feeling is something that is not sad

I felt bitter. The medical staff were rude, and so was I. feeling lonely
the last lonely road

dullness. everything so alone

suddenly scared of being alone

It’s something everyone can’t avoid, but suddenly feeling scared and

afraid

fear and fear I was really surprised and scared

Sad and creepy, mixed with many thoughts and complex emotions

corpse for the first time

Fear and fear Death and fear that approaches everyone

The fate of those who do not know what will happen in the moment

Charlie’s Moment just a few seconds

covered with white cloth

something that will happen to me someday

another door The giver of a new life to someone

unknown place and eternity
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