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ABSTRACT

Purpose: This study aimed to identify the problems and improvement areas by reviewing the laws related to
kindergarden healthcare workers. Methods: The laws were searched at the Korean law information center
(https://www.law.go.kr/). We reviewed the "Early Childhood Education Act,, "School Health Act,, "Medical
Service Act,, "Elementary and Secondary Education Act, and their enforcement decrees and rules. Results: The
legal role of health teachers as school healthcare professionals was comprehensively specified by the "School
Health Act. However, the qualifications for and roles of health teachers were not fully described in "Early Childhood
Education Act], indicating a unclear legal basis for the qualifications for and roles of kindergarten health teachers.
To support healthcare workers in kindergartens, it is necessary to amend the "Early Childhood Education Act,
that provides the guidelines for qualifications for kindergarten health teachers in elementary, secondary, and
special schools who have completed necessary continuing education. A health hub kindergarten could be a
step-by-step option for all kindergartens to have healthcare workers. Conclusion: This review demonstrated the
importance of amending the laws on kindergarten health teachers and health hub kindergartens for child health
and safety. These findings could be used to support policies related to kindergarten healthcare workers.
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Table 1. Proposed Amendments to the Act on Qualifications for Kindergarten Health Teachers Teacher

Items

Qualification for Kindergarten Grade II Regular Teachers

< Attached table 2 related to article 22 (2) of Early Childhood Education Act >

Current article

1. A person who has graduated from the early childhood education department of a university

2. A person who has graduated from a college (including a junior college, various schools equivalent or
higher, and a lifelong education facility recognized for college education under Article 31 (4) of the
MLifelong Education Act,) and who has obtained the prescribed childcare and teaching credits while

attending school

3. A person who has majored in the kindergarten curriculum at the graduate school of education or the
education department of a graduate school designated by the Minister of Education and has obtained a

master's degree

4. A person who has a certificate of preschool assistant teacher's qualification and has received a
predetermined re-education with at least 2 years of educational experience

Proposed
amendment
article

--------——-- (Same as the current article) ------------

5. A person who has completed the necessary continuing education with a certificate of elementary and
secondary health teacher's qualification
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