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Exploration of Teacher Questions and Discourse Types in Chinese

Mathematics Classrooms

Liu Wenting
Graduate School, Yeungnam University
E-mail: Iwting@yu.ac.kr

The purpose of this study is to analyze classroom discourse in the math classroom of middle school in China,
which has a unique math classroom background of entrance examination for high school. To this end, this study
analyzed teacher question statistics and episodes by teacher question type as starting speech in mathematics classroom
discourse, and five IRF subtypes were especially identified by class discourse structure analysis. The data were
analyzed focusing on a total of 15 transcripts of math classes recorded by three math teachers at H School in
Guiyang, Guizhou Province, China, and written interviews of teachers. According to the results of this study, an
average of 20 teacher questions were observed for each class, and the teacher question type was classified into
confirmation question (understanding confirmation question, explanation request question, and double check question)
and information question (information presentation question). In addition, according to classroom discourse analysis, the
IRF discourse structure was divided into fragmentary evaluation, evaluationtreason, evidence of explanation,
evaluationtstudent response re-statement, guidance on other thoughts or solutions, and student answer correction or
teacher opinion presentation.

* 2000 Mathematics Subject Classification : 97C60
* Key words : mathematics classroom discourse, teachers questioning, IRE, IRF, Chinese mathematics classroom



