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8) 219 A, 214-215%.
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9) 919 A, 220&.
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, 29(4), 2015. 37%.

12) 5%, THEEs:, Al AFUAelARL, 2012, 8%,

13) Jenkins, H. Textual Poacxhers: Television Fans & Participatory Culture.
New York: Routledge. 1992. p.23.

14) 919 &, p.277-283.
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16) 919 &, 18%.
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Abstract

A phenomenon Study on Acceptance
Universe of K—pop Audience

. Focused on Group Aespa’s Universe Case

Nakyung Kim
Dept. of Interdisciplinary Program in Studies of Arts, Sungkyunkwan University
Ph. D. Student

This thesis examines the ‘universe' acceptance phenomenon, currently
used as a content strategy in the K-pop field, from the perspective
of K-pop audiences, and then attempts to identify their experience
of acceptance and the meaning of the universe. For this, tweets
related to the universe acceptance experience of Aespa, the group
utilizing the universe as a content strategy the most actively, were
collected, and this data was analyzed according to a
phenomenological approach, an approach to explore the structure of
personal experience and the essence of a phenomenon.

As a result of analyzing using Moustakas' method, the semantic
structure of the universe acceptance phenomenon of K-pop
audiences was derived based on 21 thematic units. It was found
that current K-pop audiences are experiencing active cultural
consumption rather than unilateral or passive through acceptance of
the universe. This means that K-pop audiences have the
characteristics of active audiences that produce meaning, interact
with other fans, and exert influence on outside of community. At

the same time, these characteristics affect acceptance of the universe.
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Simultaneously, through active acceptance experience, it is found
that K-pop audiences give a new meaning in the K-pop universe,
as 'marketing assets", "fandom community assets’, and "K-pop
industry expansion assets." Among them, the recognition of
'marketing assets' was reaffirmed as a basis for supporting related
previous studies. In addition, it derived the new wvalues of the
universe in the K-pop field by discovering the meaning of "fandom's
specific assets’ and "assets of the K-pop industry for expansion”.
These meanings had not been found that previous studies from the
producers’ point of view. And then, for the purpose of expanding
the value of the universe in the future, it was discussed the
direction of the new meaning of the universe.

Finally, this study is meaningful in that it revealed the semantic
structure of the universe acceptance phenomenon and discovered a
new meaning of the universe in the K-pop field. Additionally, it
was intended to contribute to expanding the field of research by

suggesting various follow—up studies from various perspectives.

K-pop Universe, Transmedia storytelling, Fandom,
Keywords Active Audiences, popular music contents,
Entertainment industries.
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