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Examining the Factors Affecting Prisoner’s Decision—Making for
Medical Treatment of Mental Illness after Release from Prison
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Abstract There is little research about medical treatment after prison. The purpose of this study is to
examine factors influencing mentally—ill prisoner's decision making for medical treatment on release
from prison. With the data collected from prisoners in 2019, binary logistic regression was used to
analyze the effect of variables on the mentally—ill prisoner's decision making. In result, bipolar disorder,
depression, anxiety disorder, and panic disorder decreased the likelihood of answering that I will have
no medical treatment plan after prison, whereas lack of experience in receiving medical care increased
the likelihood of answering as such. Bipolar disorder, anxiety disorder, counseling, medical treatment,
and education had a positive effect on selecting mental hospital in the answer. Depression enhanced
the likelihood of choosing mental health center for treatment. Policy implications and directions for

future research are discussed.

Key Words : Mentally —ill Offenders, Medical Treatment, Prevention of Recidivism, Reentry into Society,

Community —based Medical Service

*Corresponding Author : Jongsun Park(pjs751101@gachon.ac.kr)
Received October 19, 2021 Revised November 14, 2021
Accepted January 20, 2022 Published January 28, 2022



e

- A2048 A1

il

Gl
1. A&

[e]
el

1

16 HAd

.?.

&

il

Source: Analytical Report on Crime in 2019
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0.47
0.47
0.28
0.26
0.33
0.35
0.43
0.37
0.31
0.29
0.40
0.49
0.41
0.47
0.40
0.38
0.43
0.73
0.86
0.79

Std. Dev.

0.34
0.33
0.09
0.08
0.13
0.14
0.25
0.16
0.11
0.09
0.20
0.40
0.22
0.34
0.20
0.18

Mean

Max.

Min.

Variables

Table 2. Descriptive Statistics for All Variables (N

No Treatment Plan
Mental Hospital
Mental Health Center
Time with Family
Schizophrenia
Bipolar Disorder
Depression
Anxiety Disorder
Panic Disorder
Treatment
Consultation

Rule Violation
Custody

Doctor

Education Program

Psychiatric Counseling
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Table 3. Binary Logistic Regression: No Treatment
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Table 4. Binary Logistic Regression: Mental Hospital
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Table 5. Binary Logistic Regression: Mental Health
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