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Even before recorded history, the Korean people took ginseng, Later, poetry
passed down from China developed into a literary style in which intellectuals
from the Silla, Goryeo, and Joseon Dynasties expressed their thoughts con-
cisely, The aim of this paper is to find Korean poems related to ginseng and to
look for their semantic network, To this end, “Korea Classical DB ", produced by
the Institute for the Translation of Korean Classics, was searched to find ginseng
poems.

As the result of a search in November 2021, two poems from the Three King-
doms Period, two poems from the Goryeo Dynasty, and 23 poems from the
Joseon Dynasty were searched, An examination of these poems found that
the first ginseng poem was “Goryeoinsamchan,” which was sung by people in
Goguryeo around the 6th century, Ginseng poetry during the Goryeo Dynasty
is represented by Anchuk’s poem, Anchuk sang about the harmful effects of
ginseng tributes from a realistic point of view, Ginseng poetry in the Joseon
Dynasty is represented by Seo Geo—jeong in the early period and Jeong Yak—
yong in the late period, Seo Geo—jeong’s ginseng poem is a romantic poem that
praises the mysterious pharmacological effects of ginseng. A poem called “Gin-
seng” by Yongjae Seonghyeon is also a romantic poem that praises the mysteri-
ous medicinal benefits of ginseng. As a scholar of Realist Confucianism, Dasan
Jeong Yak—yong wrote very practical ginseng poems, Dasan left five ginseng
poems, the largest number written by one poet, Dasan tried ginseng farming

himself and emerged from the experience as a poet, The story of the failure and
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success of his ginseng farming was described in his poems, At that time, gin-

seng farming was widespread throughout the country due to the depletion of

natural ginseng and the development of ginseng farming techniques after the

reign of King Jeongjo, Since the early 19th century, ginseng farming had been

prevalent on a large scale in the Gaeseong region, and small—scale farming had

also been carried out in other regions, What is unusual is Kim Jin—soo’s poem, At

that time, in Tong Ren Tang, Beijing (the capital of the Qing Dynasty), ginseng

from Joseon sold well under the “Songak Sansam” brand. Kim Jin—Soo wrote

about this brand of ginseng in his poem, In 1900, Maecheon Hwanghyeon also

created a ginseng poem, written in Chinese characters,

Thus, the semantic network of Korean ginseng poems is identified as follows:

1) Ginseng poetry in the spirit of the people — Emerging gentry in the Goryeo

Dynasty (Anchuk),

2) Romantic ginseng poetry — Government School in the early Joseon Dynasty

(Seo Geo—jeong, Seonghyeon, etc.),

3) Practical ginseng poetry — Realist School in the late Joseon Dynasty (Jeong

Yak—yong, Kim Jin—soo, Hwang Hyun, etc,).

This semantic network was extracted while examining the development of Ko-

rean ginseng poems,
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