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Abstract

A Study on the Method of Church Education
for the Elderly’s Religious Maturity

Eunhye Park

Associate Professor, Sungkyul University

The purpose of this study is to argue that religious maturity is necessary
for the healthy life of the aged of Korean churches in the rapidly aging
society. It is also to suggest educational method for the formation and
development of a positive image of God for relations with God, which is
essential factor in religious maturity. To this end, this study argues that the
direction and task of senior education should be religious maturity through
the search for prior research on church education of senior citizens. This
study also looked at the variables involved in how religious maturity affects
many areas of human life. To achieve the task of religious maturity, the
biblical and theological concept of maturity and religious psychological
concepts of maturity are summarized, and the concept of God's image for
relations with God, which is important in religious maturity, and the variables
related to mature human life are examined. This study was proposed methods
of church education for the formation and development of a positive image of
God in order to have the right relationship with God for the religious
maturity of the elderly on intellectual, emotional and behavioral levels. In the
intellectual aspect, it was proposed to educate the concept of biblical and
theological God and and to educate the elderly to recognize themselves as
beings that need to grow and mature in order to constantly establish
relationships with God. In the affective aspect, it was proposed to educate the

elderly to reflect on and identify the origin and formation process of God's
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image and to heal their distorted God's image with an educational counseling
approach. In the behavioral aspect, it was suggested to educate their roles of
faith education for the next generation as parents and grandparents and to
educate using educational methods that induce them to practice their

relationship with God to appear in daily life.

{ Keywords )
The Elderly, Church Education, Religious Maturity, Religiosity,
Relationship with God, Concept of God, the Image of God
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