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A Comparative Study on Elderly Care Attitude and Dementia
Communication Behavior beforeand after Geriatric Nursing Practice
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Abstract This study is a one group pretest-posttest design study to confirm the effect of geriatric nursing
practice on elderly care attitude and dementia communication behavior of student nurses. The study was
conducted from September to December, 2018. Data were collected through self-report questionnaires of
59 student nurses. The data were analyzed by frequencies and paired t-test using SPSS 21.0 program. As
a result, elderly care attitude and dementia communication behavior were significantly increased after the
geriatric nursing practice compaired to before the geriatric nursing practice. The results of this study can
be used as basic data for the composition of the practice curriculum for student nurses to improve their
competence as nurses in the future.

Key Words : Student nurses, Geriatric Nursing Practice, Elderly care attitude, Dementia, Communication
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Table 1. Characteristics of Participants (N=59)
- ) Frequency(%)/
Characteristics Categories MESD
Male 6(10.2)
Gender
Female 53(89.9)
Agelyear) 2344+1.88
Protestant 7(11.9)
Catholic 469
Religion Buddhist 585
Others 00.0
None 43(72.9)
Experience living together Yes 13(22.0)
with the elderly person No 46(78.0)
Experience living together Yes 101.7)
with the demented
person No 53(98.3)
Education experience Yes 41(69.5)
about communication
vith the demerted person No 18(30.5)
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Table 2. Comparisons of dependent variables between

pre and post-test (N=59)
Pre Post Difference
Variables t p
MESD MESD MESD
By Care
Attitude 1.65+0.39 1.95+0.37 029:038 | 5% | <.001
Dementia
Grmuicion
Behavior of 37810.36 4.16+0.48 039040 | 742 | <.001
studat
nurses
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