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A Study on the Regional Specialization of Protected Horticulture in
Seongju-gun, Gyeongsangbuk-do, the Center of the
Main Oriental Melon Production Area
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Abstract: This study was conducted to identify the regional specialization that occurred during
industrialization of agriculture. It examined patterns in oriental melons as one of the produce leading the
development of the domestic protected horticulture sector. Oriental melons have been cultivated indoors for a
long time. Seongju-gun, Gyeongsangbuk-do is specializing in oriental melon cultivation through increasingly
intensive production and spatial concentration and is now the largest oriental melon production area in
South Korea. This paper first discusses the production intensification and spatial concentration of oriental
melon cultivation at the national level and then examines the specialization of oriental melon cultivation in
Seongju-gun in terms of land use, cultivation facilities and related technologies, and the division of labor.

This examination was based on relevant statistics and in-depth interviews with main actors from the area.
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