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The Belt and Road Initiative and the US—China Trade War:
Implications for Global Trade Networks
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Abstract: By using the trade in value-added(TiVA) database and employing social network analysis, this
paper analyzes changes in global trade to be triggered by the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and the US—
China trade war. The main results are summarized as follows. First, the BRI will help maintain China’s core
position as the world’s manufacturing hub, and will strengthen Europe’s service industry capabilities within
the global value chain(GVC) network. Second, the US R&D industry, US wholesale and retail industries,
and Germany’s automobile industry were considered the most influential industries in the GVC network
during the 1995-2011 period, and will retain their status until 2049, when the US—China trade war and the
BRI are reflected. Third, the increase of the number of communities shows that the BRI might spur
fragmentation of the production process. Finally, community structures of inter-industry trade relations,
including China’s electronics industry, Germany’s automobile industry, and US R&D, show important features

that are related to the competiveness of each country’s service industries.

Key Words : BRI, US-China trade war, GVC, TiVA, social network analysis
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4 4 38 4 15 10.6 4 28 189 4 59 353

5 13 12.3 5 25 17.6 5 44 29.7 5 16 9.6

6 23 217 6 9 63 6 15 10.1 6 20 12.0
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8 25 23.6 8 28 19.7
9 34 239
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