https://doi.org/10.56392/JKCA.2021.21.08.515

‘St 0IC|o] vs EE8 |OF =200 :
FRO0F AOIE DIC|of 0| =0 Chet B+
“‘Dangerous Media vs. Reliable Childcare Helper”

Discursive Analysis of Infants’ Smart Media Use
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Abstract

The study examines how the discourse on infants' smart media use has been constructed under
media-saturated situations. Infants' use of smart media has been regarded as a dangerous activity, rate
of overdependence has been increasing. Newspapers during the recent three years (2018-20) were
analyzed. The most prominent speakers in the news field were smart media content producers and
platform operators. There were negative views and concerns about infants' smart media use by
academics, civic groups, and parents. However, the industry went beyond these risk discourses and
gave positive meaning: Smart media was redefined as safe media for infants and reliable childcare
helpers for parents. Parents were portrayed as those responsible for their children's media use and in
need of help for childcare, rather than being blamed for their children's overdependence on smart
media. Digital parenting seems to be emerging as an acceptable and practicable way of childcare rather
than harmful and incomplete parenting.
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