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{(Abstract)

The Return of Great Power Competition to the Arctic

Hong Kyu-dok

(Sookmyung Women’s University)
Song Seongjong

(Daejeon University)

Kwon Tae—hwan

(Korea Defense Diplomacy Association)
JUNG Jaeho

(Moscow State University(MSU) Ph.D.)

Global warming due to climate change is one of the biggest challenges in
the 21st century. Global warming is not only a disaster that threatens the
global ecosystem but also an opportunity to reduce logistics costs and
develop mineral resources by commercializing Arctic routes. The Arctic
paradox, in which ecological and environmental threats and new economic
opportunities coexist, is expected to have a profound impact on the global
environment. As the glaciers disappear, routes through the Arctic Ocean
without passing through the Suez and Panama Canals emerged as the ‘third
route.” This can reduce the distance of existing routes by 30%. Global
warming has also brought about changes in the geopolitical paradigm. As
Arctic ice begins to melt, the Arctic is no longer a ‘constant’ but is emerging
as the largest geopolitical ‘variable’ in the 21st century. Accordingly, the
Arctic, which was recognized as a ‘space of peace and cooperation’ in the
post-Cold War era, is now facing a new strategic environment in which
military and security aspects are emphasized. After the Cold War, the Arctic
used to be a place for cooperation centered on environmental protection,
but it is once again changing into a stage of competition and confrontation
between superpowers, heralding ‘Cold War 2.0." The purpose of this study
is to evaluate the strategic value of the Arctic Ocean from geopolitical and
geoeconomic perspectives and derive strategic implications by analyzing the
dynamics of the New Cold War taking place in the Arctic region.

Key Words: the Arctic, climate warming, great power competition, New Cold War,
militarization of the Arctic
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