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{(Abstract)

A Study on Developing Korean Naval Forces by Examining How
Japan built their Maritime Self-Defense Force: Focusing on the ‘eight
(#&)-eight (1) fleet system’

Ryu, Jae—hak
(Joint Chiefs of Staff)

This study started from questioning our general view that the Japan Maritime
Self-Defense Force (JMSDF) is a natural result of Japan being a prosperous and
island country. Japan's naval power collapsed after World War II. The initial
power of the JMSDF, founded in 1954, was very small and not different from
the Republic of Korea Navy (ROKN), mostly consisting of ships given by or
borrowed from the US. Although growing into the world's second-largest
economy and the geographical characteristics of an island nation acted as an
opportunity to increase naval forces, there were also difficulties in the early
stage, such as a temporary severance with the Japanese Navy, strategic
thinking centered on land forces, and an economic crisis caused by the oil
crisis. As a result, the JMSDF has become a world-class naval power and is
developing into a four helicopter carrier operating system, which may change
the basic concept of exclusive defense.

There are various factors behind the growth of Japan's naval power, but this
study explores how to develop Korean naval forces by analyzing how Japan
developed their escort fleet, the core of the JMSDF, focusing on the eight
(#%)-eight (%) fleet system, which was the basic logic behind building the
JMSDE.

Key Words: Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force, escort fleet, eight-eight fleet system
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