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m Abstract

A Study on the Understanding of Yang Xiong (i5/ff)
Held by Korean Confucian Scholars
in the Joseon Dynasty

Jo Min-hwan
Professor, Academy of East Asian Studies, Sungkyunkwan University

This paper aims to find out from what perspective Joseon
Dynasty Confucian scholars evaluated and understood Yang Xiong's
guiding principles and literature at the micro level and to reveal the
academic trends of Joseon Dynasty Confucian scholars. This topic
is approached as follows: first, an evaluation of Yang Xiong's way
of living as a ‘senior state official of Wang Mang (the controversial
Emperor of the short—lived Xin Dynasty)’; second, Yang Xiong's
literary character and his literary works; third, Yang Xiong's writing
style; and fourth, Yang Xiong's view of good and evil.

These can be summarized in three main ways: One 1s to agree
with Zhu Xi's criticism of Yang Xiong as a ‘senior state official of
Wang Mang' and dismiss his guiding principles, academic
achievements, literature, and other accomplishments. Most of
these negatives have been found in Confucian scholars who are
especially enthusiastic about theology. Examples include Hong

Jikpil, Wi Baekgyu, Kim Wonhaeng, and Lee Sangjeong. In the
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case of kings such as King Yeong—Jo, the assessment of Yang
Xiong is quite similar. The following assessments of Yang Xiong
are positive though. Positive assessments are presented from two
different views. One is a balanced approach that covers both the
positive and negative aspects of Yang Xiong. For example,
Heo—Kyun's understanding. Another positive view can be analyzed
from three perspectives. The first case is when the scholars
assessing Yang Xiong were not deeply influenced by Zhu Xi's
criticism of him. Seo Geojeong and Seong—Hyeon are examples.
The second case are those that broke away from theology or
adhered to Silhak [Practical Studies]. Yi—Ik is an example. Third,
assessments from scholars who posited that truth was of a
pluralistic nature. Jang—Yu i1s an example of such scholars.
Regarding theories of human nature; however, there was
consensus among Confucian scholars that Mengzi held that human
nature is good, and thereby it was common to criticize Yang
Xiong's theory that human nature was a mixture of good and evil.
From an ideal micro perspective, Joseon Dynasty Confucian
scholars’ different assessments of Yang Xiong show that their
understanding and evaluation of Yang Xiong differed in accordance

with their own differing worldviews and ideas.

Keywords: Yang Xiong, ‘senior state official of Wang Mang’
[Wangdafu], Taixuanjing, Fayan, ‘theory that human nature
is a mixture of good and evil’
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