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State’s Duty to Manage Pandemic Diseases and the Role
of Institutional Review Boards

Hyoung Wook, Park
Associate Professor,
Department of Social Medicine, College of Medicine, Dankook University

=ABSTRACT=

On March 19, 2021, the Korean Bioethics Association and related academic
circles published a joint statement criticizing the partial revision of Infectious
Disease Control And Prevention Act. However, according to the Bioethics And
Safety Act of Korea, research conducted by the state or local governments for
public welfare is excluded from human subjects research project. In addition,
since the Korean legal system is not based on the dichotomy between research
and surveillance, the discussion of the US Common Rule cannot be directly
applied to Korea. For the harmonious operation of the state's duty to manage
infectious diseases and the Institutional Review Boards, institutional alternatives
should be prepared in consideration of the following issues. First, the related
academic community should first pay attention to the problems of the current
laws in Korea. Second, it should be understood that the state is carrying out
many tasks without the consent of the parties in order to fulfill its duty to
manage infectious diseases. Third, when presenting institutional alternatives, it is
necessary to consider the feasibility of implementation in Korea. An in-depth
discussion of the institutional alternatives by the Medical Law Society and other

related academic circles is necessary.

Keyword : Infectious Disease, Bioethics, Institutional Review Boards, Research,
Surveillance






