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ABSTRACT
The Study of the Identity of Christian Educators
in Autobiographical Writing of Christian Educational
Books: Focusing on the books of Palmer, Harris,

and Moore,

Eun Joo Kim

Junior Pastor, Shanghai Korean Community Church

This study is a paper which studies the fact that autobiographical writing
in Christian educational books is an important channel for studying the
identity of Christian educators. The identity of Christian educators is the
background and foundation of the study of Christian education theory. It was
found through research that the scholar's identity is more evident in
autobiographical writing from a first-person perspective experienced by the
author than in argumentative writing with objective and cognitive limitations.

This study examined the concept and characteristics of autobiographical
writing research, the relationship of autobiographical writing research and
self-identity, the relationship between autobiographical writing and Christian
education, and discovered autobiographical writing in Christian educational
scholars' books. Through the autobiographical writing of Maria Harris'
Teaching and Religious Imagination, Parker Palmer's The Courage to Teach,
and Elizabeth Moore's Teaching as a Sacrament Act, we studied that the
identity of Christian educators can meet, transform, and expand learners'
identity as well. Through research, it has been confirmed that autobiographical
writing takes the form of a story, but as a story distinct from the story, it
becomes a place where the authors' identity and readers' identity can meet,
wrestle and expand. Autobiographical writing has a relationship with story

and self-identity. These characteristics are also linked to Christian educational
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goals that focus on the formation and transformation of self-identity. The
autobiographical writing in Harris, Palmer, and Moore's writings shows the
identity of a teacher, including scholars' theological perspectives and views on
education. As the writing of Christian education books so far has become
argumentative and objective writing, readers has felt a sense of disparity and
disconnection. If autobiographical writing becomes educational books™ style, it
can invite readers to empathize with who the author is. Christian education

will experience more fundamental changes with autobiographical writing.
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autobiographical writing, story, identity, transformation, formation.
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