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Abstract: This study investigates the difference in income trajectories of the working poor and the non-working poor
and explains the effects of socio-demographic (marriage, education) and regional (living in large cities) factors on inter-
group differences. We use Seoul Survey data collected between 2009-2018 and the latent growth modeling approach. It
was found that the trajectory difference between groups was statistically significant. Since 2016, the income gap widened
as the income of the working poor stagnated. The three variables included in this model better explained the income
trajectory of the working poor compared to the working non-poor. In particular, the change in income growth rate was
positively related to whether they live in large cities. This suggests the possibility that living in a large city would act as
an economic premium for the working poor. It is necessary to conduct follow-up studies on urban premiums for the

working poor.
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