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Maternal Overprotection and Young Children’s Interactions with Peers During Play:
The Mediating Roles of Social Immaturity and Withdrawal of Children
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ABSTRACT

Objective: The purpose of this study was to explore the pathway from mothers’
overprotective parenting to their child’s peer play interactions mediated by
internalizing problems, that is, social immaturity and withdrawal.

Methods: Surveys were conducted on mothers and teachers of 341 children aged
three to five. SPSS 22.0 was used to analyze the data using descriptive statistics.
Structural modeling analysis was also implemented to test theoretical model using
AMOS 21.0.

Results: Maternal overprotective parenting, which increased social immaturity of
their child, indirectly reduced the child’s positive interactions with peers during
play. Mothers’ overprotection led to a higher level of withdrawal of their child
while the effect of children’s withdrawal on their peer play interaction was not
significant. Because overactive parenting of mothers had no direct effect on peer
play interaction, the complete mediation model representing a path from maternal
overprotection to children’s peer play interaction via their internalizing problems
was partially supported.

Conclusion/Implications: This study shows that overprotective mothers hinder their
child to experience confident and mature manners, and eventually lead their child
to be socially unskillful and incompetent. It was suggested to explore more individual
characteristics of mothers and children to help overprotective mothers to take a
step back.

I key words maternal overprotection, social immaturity, withdrawal, peer
play interaction
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% 8/ B4 9% 8/l ¢S AHE5IATH K-CBCL2 TA 3 52 Hrste &3l tlste] 671
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HE 715e BEIAT o 24
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o] ot} o] S AW EW, xYdRES 2.064%
T 90 o] o & =9k3, RMSEA®F SRMR 3 08K T} Zlo}
ol2x nYo F£AHRYL AR HAF Aoz FAGF I

T X2 of P df/p TLI CFI  RMSEA SRMR
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Lo m A= HFEA] JEFe FodS AHEY] Y FEAE P Bootstrapping) A o2 71
HERE AYEdt. 2 A3 ofuye] f#ES7} Egso] ez nAe HHEAE
~03(p < 0502 EAA SR fojng Aoz ey, BC(Bias-Correlated) A1 7S -.0601 A
012 00] EehEx) Btk ol 24 HERPdA A AP EHe] Ko £8 s A

S 2 e
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AL A mAd &) Rl H= oy e] RE S = A tigh A Al 2 Qg Ao] i
o7 AUZE ol Ee AW /M AU A aQl Fol B A AFste AF Baat
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T FEAY s A 9 = T8 oy FAAAY e 393l
=+, A1 &2], 1998; LaFreniere & Capuano, 1997). o] &= I}H
A, Fr5 ] 54 F st R 5A= A =44
fcll Aoz AAx o oA, 2020, H7d3],
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