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Abstract This study was attempted to understand the phenomenon in depth by exploring the special
experiences of occupational health nurses who guided occupational health nursing practice
education. Participants were eight occupational health nurses who had experience teaching
occupational health nursing practice for more than a semester. Data collected as focus groups were
analyzed by phenomenological methods. As a result of the analysis, the experience of student
practice education of occupational health nurses was derived into four categories: ‘Nursing student
practice education started from their own experiences’, Proceeding nursing student practice despite
difficulties’, ‘Feel rewarding’ and ‘Presenting alternatives’. An understanding the experience of nursing
student practice education by occupational health nurses can be used as a reference to improve or
develop occupational health nursing practice curriculum, such as establishing practice regulations
suitable for the characteristics of occupational health nursing practice subjects.

Key Words : Occupational Health Nurse, Experience, Occupational Health Nursing Practice Education,
Focus Group, Qualitative Research
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Table 1. Occupational Health Nurses' Experience in Occupational Health Nursing Practice Education

Categories

Theme clusters

Theme

Nursing student practice
education started from
their own experiences

Started nursing student practice

education of one's own will

Occupational health nurses wanted to educate students about the field of
occupational health nursing

Occupational health nurses wanted to teach students about various fields of
nursing

Proceeding nursing
student practice despite
difficulties

A boss who doesn't understand

A boss who only recognizes hospital nurses and doesn't know community health
nurses

The lack of explanation on the practice
education

Teaching what you're aiming for

Trying to follow the guideline

Nursing education does not reflect this
field

Students unfamiliar with occupational health nursing work

A short practice education period

The practice education does not take into account the reality of occupational
health nursing

Environment that's not good enough
for practice education

Lack of space for students

Transportation is difficult

Limited practice education site to show occupational health nursing work

Careful field practice education.

Checked the company's situation

Checked the situation of workers

Worrying about the safety of students

Nursing students who are different
from us

Attitudes of students who don't understand organizational culture

Students who are buried in assignments

The burden that comes from the
parallel work and practice education

The number of students that you can't handle alone

Students who are constantly coming out

Students self-study when occupational health nurse is busy

Discomfort associated with being
unable to leave students alone

Staff members coordinate their work

It's hard to go on vacation

Postpone urgent tasks

Burden of food expenses for students

The financial burden of paying for student food expenses

Feel rewarding

Contributes to positive changes in
students

Made students experience different fields

Influence on the career path of a student

Presenting alternatives

The appropriate number of students

The number of students must be allocated according to the workplace conditions

The participation of a large number of
occupational health nurses

A lot of participation from health managers at workplaces who can provide
practical education is required
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