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Abstract

The aim of this study was to investigate the level of dental infection control experienced by dental hygiene
students in clinical practice institutions to identify problems and improve infection control in dental
institutions. This study conducted online surveys targeting 269 dental hygiene students from universities
that conducted clinical practice to determine the students’ level of awareness regarding dental infection
control in dental institutions and the reality of infection control in dental institutions. The results showed
that dental hygiene students recognized the need for infection control and education about infection
control at a high level. However, only 47% of the students were accurately informed about COVID-19.
Basic instruments, periodontal instruments, and implant surgical instruments were sterilized after use for
each patient, mostly by the institution, but 3-way syringe tips, preservation instruments and prosthetic
instruments were more frequently reused without sterilization immediately after use. For dental infection
control to be practiced at dental institutions, it is necessary to establish a systematic and safe infection
control system, including infection control education, designation of infection managers, and provision of
infection control guidelines.
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Table 1. The general characteristics of the subjects

Variables Category n %
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Table 2. The opinions of the infection control and the knowledge level of Covid 19
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Table 3. The infection control according to types of dental institutions N (%)
ST [HRY
FR(15 M8 = BH) X|2fe|2l(n=163) X2} 2l(n=65) CHSIH2(n=41) p-value
of ofL|2 ofLI2 of ofL
2 161 (98.8) 2(1.2) 62 (95.4) 3(4.6) 41(100.0) 0(0.0) 0.147
x4 160 (98.2) 3(1.9 62 (95.4) 3(4.6) 41(100.0) 0(0.0) 0.254
SHETA 105 (64.4) 58 (35.6) 42 (64.6) 23 (35.4) 35(85.4) 6(14.6) <0.05
2SI AU 131(80.4) 32(19.6) 51(78.5) 14(21.5) 34(82.9) 7(17.1) 0.085
PNEYA = 159 (97.5) 4(2.5) 60(92.3) 5(7.7) 41(100.0) 0(0.0) 0.060
HZEJ|2 94 (57.7) 69 (42.3) 3046.2) 35(53.8) 28 (68.3) 13(31.7) 0.073
HE7|H 91 (55.9) 72 (44.2) 30(46.2) 35(53.8) 28(68.3) 13(31.7) 0.081
XM O A | 17(71.8) 46 (28.2) 39 (60.0) 26 (40.0) 37(90.2) 49.8) <0.05
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3-way syringe tip 94 (57.7) 69 (42.3) 40(61.5) 25(38.5) 18(43.9) 23 (56.1) 0.182
Bur 137 (84.0) 26 (16.0) 53(81.5) 12(18.5) 36(87.8) 5(12.2) 0.692
Table 4. Reuse of disposable products by types of dental institutions N (%)
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T | 103 (38.3) 35(13.0) 121 (45.0) 2(0.7) 1(0.4) 6(2.2) 1(0.4)
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