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Abstract

This study was conducted to describe the image of nurses in the context of COVID-19 pandemic by
reviewing newspaper articles (n=451) from 11 major domestic daily newspapers. Analysis of monthly
prevalence, favorability towards nurses, proportion of nurse coverage, and thematic analysis was
conducted. Five themes and 9 sub-themes were derived from thematic analysis, and major themes are
as follows: “Poor work environment”; “Nursing, ‘The job of calling”; “Prominent as a medical profession”;
“Strict standards”; and “Expanding the realm of nursing” in order of frequency. In conclusion, media is
still reporting a limited role of nurses. Therefore, in order to widen public perspective towards nurses,

further academic activities that highlight various roles and positive aspects of nursing profession are
needed.
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