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Abstract

A Qualitative Study of the Young Children’s
Perception of Faith

Sungwon Kim

Chongshin University

This study attempts to suggest the direction of Christian education for
young children by analyzing concepts related to how they understand the
faith. For this purpose, this researcher conducted interviews of seventeen
young children who had not yet entered elementary school. Answers to ten
interview questions were analyzed and research participants’ understandings of
belief and church were identified. The results have shown that participants
consider faith to be religious practices such as prayer, praise and worship,
the practice of good conduct, the key to heaven and providing direction and
mission for their lives. Participants also revealed the acquisition and
internalization of biblical knowledge and theological terms and listed parents,
ministers or friends as the important role models of faith. They recognized
the church as a place where religious practices are performed, where spiritual
joy is felt and where pleasure is experienced because they do things they
like. It is expected that these results would be used as the basis for future
research regarding young children’s faith and as the principles of the practice

of it.

{ Keywords )

young children’s faith, qualitative study, interview, belief, church
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