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ABSTRACT

Background & objective: The Korean government has expanded its benefit coverage to enhance patients' access to orphan drugs
and cancer medicines, However, the number of new drugs whose indications were not applied to reimbursement in health
insurance was increased, This study aimed to understand the perspectives of experts and various stakeholders on the introduction
of a new funding program for cancer treatment and orphan drugs. Methods: We conducted email surveys comprising 19 questions,
from September 9 to 26, 2016, We distributed questionnaires to members of the Pharmaceutical Benefit Appraisal Committee and
Cancer Assessment Committee, We also conducted a qualitative study through group interviews with stakeholders, including
pharmaceutical companies and some patient groups for diseases. Results: A total of 35 survey respondents recommended the
introduction of a funding program for orphan drugs, whereas 66% recommended the launch of funding for anticancer drugs. In
addition, most pharmaceutical companies and patient groups recommended the introduction of new funding programs targeting
patients with cancer and rare diseases, However, some participants asserted that it would be more appropriate to modify the
existing reimbursement scheme than launch new funding. Conclusion: This study concluded that introducing new funding needs a

social consensus to relieve financial hardships at the patient level,
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Table 1. General characteristics of respondents
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Categories No. of respondents (%)
Male 27 (77.1)
Gender
Female 8(22.9)
Mean £ std (years) 50.4 + 6.8
35~49 24 (51.4)
Age

50-59 11 (31.4)
>60 6(17.1)
Academia 16 (45.7)
Affiliation Public research organization 1(2.9)
(duplication) Medical practice 17 (48.6)
Civil parties 1(2.7)
Pharmaceutical Benefit Appraisal Committee 24 (68.6)
. Pharmaceutical Benefit Appraisal Subcommittee 4(11.4)

Committee . . . . .
Claims Review Committee (Pharmaceutical Subcommittee) 2(5.7)
Cancer Drugs Benefit Appraisal Committee 5(14.3)

Total

35 (100.0)
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Table 2. Survey result-the cause of patients' high copayment

No. of respondents (%)

Categories i i
° Acodemlq &_ public Medical practice Total
organization
Not covered freatment 3(16.7) 3(17.6) 6(17.1)
The cause .Of pafients .hlgh Non-reimbursement drugs 14 (77.8) 14 (82.4) 28 (80.0)
copayment in orphan disease
Others 1(5.4) 1(2.9)
Not covered treatment 3(16.7) 1(5.9) 4(11.4)
The cause of patients high ~ Non-reimbursement drugs 11 (61.1) 14 (82.4) 25 (71.4)
copayment in cancer disease  Others 1(5.6) 2(11.8) 2(5.7)
Unknown 3(16.7) 3(11.9)
High financial burden 4(22.2) 4(23.5) 8 (22.9)
Whether to be high burden in - gnyncigl burden 10 (55.6) 2 (70.6) 22 (629)
patients' drug expenditure ] .
copayment of orphan disease Not financial burden 4(22.2) 1(5.9) 5(14.3)
Not at all financial burden - - - - -
High financial burden 4(22.2) 1(5.9) 5(14.3)
Whether to be high burden in - ¢nyncigl burden 9 (50.0) 14 (82.4) 23 (65.7)
patients' drug expenditure . )
copayment of cancer disease Not financial burden 5(27.8) 1(5.9) 6(17.1)
Not at all financial burden - 1(5.9) 1(2.9)
Total 18 (100.0) 17 (100.0) 35 (100.0)
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Table 3. Survey results-opinion to introduction of pharmaceutical extra fund

No. of respondents (%)

Categories Academia & public Medical practice Total
organization P
Consent 15 (83.3) 14 (82.4) 29 (82.9)
Intfroduction of orphan .
arugs extra fund Opposite 2(11.1) 3(17.6) 5(14.3)
Unknown 1(5.6) 1(5.9) 1(2.9)
Consent 11 (61.1) 12 (70.6) 23 (65.7)
Intfroduction of cancer .
arugs extra fund Opposite 5(27.8) 5(29.4) 10 (28.4)
Unknown 2(11.1) - - 2(5.8)
Orphan disease 3(16.7) 2(11.8) 5(14.3)
Cancer disease - - - -
How to select subjects of Both orphan and cancer diseases 3(16.7) 9 (52.9) 12 (34.3)
pharmaceutical extra fund  |ow income patients 6(33.3) 5(29.4) 11 (31.4)
Case-by-case 5(27.8) - - 5(14.3)
Extra fund is unnecessary 1(5.6) 1(5.9) 2(5.7)
Outside of reimbursement 12 (66.7) 9 (52.9) 21 (60.0)
Which extents of Off-label 8 (44.4) 11 (64.7) 19 (54.3)
supporting drugs Non-reimbursement 7 (38.9) 6 (35.5) 13 (37.1)
(duplication) Extra fund is unnecessary 2(11.1) 1(59) 3(8.6)
Unknown 1(5.9) 1(2.9)
Tox 10 (55.6) 8 (47.1) 18 (51.4)
Health insurance 3(16.7) 12 (70.6) 15 (42.9)
Financing .
(duplication| Fund-raising 11 (61.1) 10 (58.8) 21 (60.0)
Extra fund is unnecessary 2(11.1) 2(11.8) 4(11.4)
Unknown 1(5.6) -
Total 18 (100.0) 7 (100.0) 35 (100.0)
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Table 4. General characteristics of participants in group inter-
view

Group No Gender Affiliation Age
PO1 Female A company 50s

] P02 Male B company 50s
P03 Female C company 40s

P04 Female D company 40s

P05 Female E company 40s

2 P06 Male F company 40s
P07 Male G company 50s

P08 Female H company 30s

P09 Male | union 60s

P10 Male J disease group 40s

3 P11 Female K disease group 60s
P12 Male L disease group 40s

P13 Female M disease group 30s
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