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Abstract The purpose of this study is to understand the history of nursing and present a new direction of
nursing by elucidating the role of nurses in the process of social meaning and change of infectious diseases in
modern (1876-1945) Korean society. In the past history, epidemics have caused many problems in society and
have tried their best to manage them. The role and presence of the nurse began to emerge during the past
time. The concept of hygiene began to be recognized for the management of epidemics, and the role and
presence of nurses began to emerge at the center. It was recognized that the role of nurses in modern Korean
society was an auxiliary role in the early stages. However, through specialized education and training,
recognition as an expert began to spread based on specialized knowledge rather than simple care. In this study,
it is significant that we have historically searched for infectious diseases causing various problems while
coexisting past and present. In addition, it is significant that the new role and sense of mission of the nurses
were newly illuminated.
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