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Abstract

This study explores the education of historic preservation in the United States. The research examined its history and
philosophical and practical approaches within the American urban context, from its historical backgrounds to evolving social
perspectives. This case study is to help collegiate educators in understanding the principles of American architectural heritage
conservation and why it has been developed in specific directions and, ultimately, to assist in designing preservation education
programs for different local contexts. Historic preservation in the United States has been integrated into the architecture and
urban planning field as a sustainable development approach incorporating physical, social, and economic matters. First, this study
explored the development of the preservation profession, policies, and education since the 1930s. Second, the researchers
investigated the three fundamentals of historic preservation, such as authenticity, documentation, and community engagement.
Lastly, this research discussed that American preservation deals with living communities and seeks interdisciplinary approaches.
The understanding of historic preservation pedagogy from these multiple perspectives would hopefully provide a guide to
developing cultural heritage education programs.
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Table 1. Four Main Approaches to Historic Preservation
(Source: National Park Service. The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards
for the Treatment of Historic Properties)

Types Definition
. Retaining and using a historic building through
Preservation .. . . .
(B2 minimal intervention such as maintenance and
= MEP retrofit
Rehabilitation Preser.ving and .L.ltﬂizing through r.eversil.)le
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(58) appearance of a specific period of time
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(&4 historical references for heritage education
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Figure 1. (Left) HABS team, measuring the Kentucky School, 1934
Figure 2. (Right) Drawing of a New England building, New Haven, CT
(Source: The United States Library of Congress)
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Figure 3. Pennsylvania Station by McKim, Mead & White, New York, 1911
(Source: Bain News Service)
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Figure 4. (Left) Hearst Tower, 1928
(Source: https://arcspace.com/feature/hearst-tower/)
Figure 5. (Right) Renovated Hearst Tower, 2006
(Source: photo by Byungchel Kim)
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Figure 6. 3D laser scan data of a historic residence
(Source: University of Florida Envision Heritage)
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