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Liberalization of Telemedicine in Germany

SooJeong Kim

Mpyongyi University, Assistant Proféssor

=ABSTRACT=

Until recently the German and the South Korean medical associations reacted
cautiously to the introduction of telemedicine between doctor and patient which is
exclusively on the platform conducted. But the General Assembly of German
Physicians voted to lift the ban on remote treatment with the amendment to
Section 7 (4) MBO-A(Medical Association’s Professional Code of Conduct) in
2018 and the situation has been fundamentally changed in Germany. From then
until now 16 of 17 rural medical associations have changed their professional
code to allow telemedicine. In addition the legislature started to prepare the basis
for the introduction of the electronic health card (eGK) and the telematics
infrastructure. So far, various laws such as Medicinal Products Act, Drug
Advertisement Act and Social Code have been changed to support legalization of
telemedicine and digitalization of health care.

Unlike in Germany, the social circumstances such as excessive centralization of
the big hospitals in Seoul and the resulting concern of small medical practices for
profitability are the main obstacles to the introduction of telemedicine. However
the German approach how to legalise the telemedicine and to prepare for legal
and technical infrastructure is also interesting in South Korea. The discussions for
and against the changes in the law and the telematics infrastructure attempted by
the German government for several years indicate that not only lifting the ban on
remote treatment, but also harmonization of all the related legal system could

guarantee successful implementation of telemedicine.

Keyword : Telemedicine, revision of German Medical Association’s Professional
Code of Conduct, Medicinal Products Act, E-Health Act, German
Medical Association




