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The Effects of Humanistic Knowledge and Empathy Ability
on Cultural Competence of Nursing students
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Abstract This study was conducted in order to examine the effects of humanistic knowledge

and empathy ability on cultural competence of nursing students. A convenience
sample of 250 nursing students were recruited. The average scores were 2.50 for
humanistic knowledge, 3.40 for empathy ability, and 3.33 for cultural competence.
Humanistic knowledge had positive correlation with cultural competence. Also, the
empathy ability was positively correlated with humanistic knowledge and cultural
competence. Finally, cultural competence, empathy ability and level of academic score
have shown to influence cultural competence. The research founds that humanistic
knowledge, empathy ability and level of academic score influenced cultural
competence of nursing students. Therefore, this study provides the basic information
for improving the curriculum and quality of nursing for nursing students cultural
competency enhancement.

Key Words Cultural Competence, Empathy, Humanities, Knowledge, Nursing Students
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[Table 2] Differences of Humanistic Knowledge, Empathy Ability, Cultural Competence by General
Characteristics
[E 2] Lutz EMof| M2 Q128 2% s 2514 k0| 2fo|
Humanistic knowledge Empathy ability Cultural competence
Variables Categories n(%)
M15D T/F (o) M1SD T/F (o) M#5D T/F (p)
Age >29 223 (90.3) 2.5140.67 3.66:0.39 3344048
0.01 0.63 050
30-39 16 (6.5) 2.4940.63 3.60:0.43 3224031
(.994) (532) (.605)
<40 8 (32) 2.5140.73 379:0.30 3314051
-1.64
Sex Male 41 (16.6) 2.46£0.69 055 3.47+047 341 3.2240.51 e
Female 206 (83.4) 2.5240.67 (.586) 3.70:0.36 (.001) 3.35£0.46 '
Marital Single 233 (943) 2.51+0.67 -0.02 3.67+0.39 0.79 3.3440.47 0.88
status Married 14 (5.7) 2.5140.68 (.986) 3584045 (428) 3.2240.45 (382)
1 80 (32.4) 2.5840.74 361:0.42 3.39:0.53
School
year 2 40 (16.2) 2.4840.66 0.55 3.5940.41 239 3.33:0.45 0,62
3 40 (16.2) 2.5140.59 (.647) 3.65:0.40 (.070) 3.2940.39 (604)
4 87 (35.2) 2.4540.64 3.75:0.34 3.30:0.46
o Yes 129(522) 2.52+0.70 -0.68 3.67+0.43 0.58 3.30+£0.47 0.83
Religion
No 118(47.8) 2.46+0.62 (.498) 3.65:0.36 (.563) 3.35:0.47 (:406)
Educational 192(77.7) 2.49:0.66 3.68£0.39 3.34+0.46
e?pe“ence es ' T -0.70 R 1.25 o 039
O
multiculture  No 55(22.3) 2.560.72 (485) 3.600.40 (213) 3.31+0.51 (698)
High 62(25.1) 2.64+0.70 3761037 3.66£0.40
Level of
i 396 5.36 401
acadernic Medium 153(61.9) 2.5140.59 3.66£0.37 3.28+0.41
score (.020) (.005) (<001
Low 32(13.0) 2244073 3484049 2.94+0.48

[Table 3] Correlation among Humanistic Knowledge, Empathy Ability and Cultural Competence

[ 3] A2sHy 29, B2

=S

2 2ahy el yuu

Humanistic knowledge

Empathy ability Cultural competence

Variables
r (o) r (o) r ()
Humanistic knowledge 1.00
Empathy ability 0.14 (.002) 1.00
Cultural competence 0.28 (£.001) 0.26 (£.001) 1.00
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