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Abstract The purpose of this study was to explore sexual behaviors among adolescents in multicultural families in
Korea. The data were obtained from the 15th Korea Youth Risk Behavior Survey 2019. Complex—-sample descriptive
statistics and the chi-square test were used for data analysis in SPSS 25. Among adolescents in multicultural
families, 8.2% reported having sexual experience. Condoms were the most commonly used contraceptive method,
and most adolescents received sex education at school. Their likelihood of sexual experience differed according to
grade, academic achievement, economic status, residential area, perceived stress, and drinking and smoking
experience (p<.001). The results of this study suggest that sex education should be conducted with appropriate
consideration of the important factors associated with adolescents in multicultural families.
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Table 1. Participants’ characteristics (N=749)

Characteristics Categories n %
Gender Male 358 493
Female 391 50.7
Grade Middle school
1st 212 258
2nd 175 19.6
3rd 136 184
High school
1st 81 12.8
2nd 73 117
3rd 72 118
Academic Very high 66 10.1
achievement Upper middle 156 21.3
Middle 223 265
Low middle 211 283
Very low 93 138
Economic Very high 57 8.8
status Upper middle 135 18.3
Middle 381 479
Low middle 142 202
Very low A 438
Residential With family 704 93.1
area With relation 5 05
Boarding or
self-boarding 4 08
Dormitory 19 25
Facility 17 30
Perceived Very much 106 155
stress Much 203 278
A litle 283 36.7
Little 130 16.7
Not 27 33
Ever drinking No 501 63.7
Yes 248 36.3
Ever smoking No 658 86.1
Yes 91 139

Note. n=unweighted, %=weighted.
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Table 2. Sexual behavior of adolescent in
multicultural family

job)

Variable Categories n %
Experience No 698 91.8
of sexual
intercourse Yes 51 82

Contraceptive Always 23 33

practice Often 4 0.6

Rarely 3 05

Never 21 338

N/A 693 91.8

Method of oC 2 0.1

contraception Condom 26 40

Rhythm method 1 0.2

IUD(loop) 1 0.1

NA 719 9.6

Sex education | Ng 157 216
in the past 12

months Yes 592 784

Note. n=unweighted, %=weighted, N/A=Not applicable
OC=0ral contraceptive Pills; IUD=Intrauterine device.
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Table 3. Differences in experience sexual intercourse by
participants’ characteristics

Experience X2
Characteristics Categories . sexual (ovalu
intercourse
No Yes o
Gender Male 489% | 53.9% 0.57
Female 51.1% | 46.1% | (0.4898)
Grade Middle school 66.6% | 316% | 2.8
High school 334% | 684% | (<.001)
Academic Very high 86% | 264% | 2681
achievement | Upper middle 22% | 11.8% | (<001)
Middle 2718% | 123%
Low middle 281% | 31.2%
Very low 13.3% | 18.3%

Economic Very high 76% | 220% | 2963
status Upper middle 18.7% | 143% | (<001)

Middle 49.7% | 275%

Low middle 199% | 229%

Very low 41% | 133%
Residential With family B.6% | 66.1% | 136.46
area With relation 04% | 20% | (<.001)

Boarding or o "

self-boarding 04% | 60%

Dormitory 26% 1.0%

Facility 1.0% | 249%
Perceived Very much 189% | 339% | 2245
stress Much 202% | 124% | (<001)

A little 37.2% | 31.2%

Little 16.7% | 16.3%

Not 30% | 62%
Ever drinking | No 67.3% | 23.1% | 4767
Yes R7% | 769% | (<001)
Ever smoking | No 889% | 55.1% | 53.76
Yes 11.1% | 449% | (<001)

Note. %=weighted.
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